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2026 Preface
and Acknowledgments

The late John Hanna and co-author David Van Atta have
endeavoured to bring together, in this book, the statutes, regula-
tions, and cases that define and govern the ownership, develop-
ment, sale, use and governance of common interest developments
in California.

The major emphasis is on the development, sale and opera-
tions of common interest developments for residential purposes
as provided in the Davis-Stirling Common Interest Development
Act, found at Civil Code §§ 4000 et seq., with some discussion of
commercial common interest properties, particularly with refer-
ences to the Commercial and Industrial Common Interest
Development Act, found at Civil Code §§ 6500 et seq.

Major portions of the work are devoted to the administration,
management, and operation of residential and commercial prop-
erty owners’ associations.

Substantial discussion is provided in Chapter 12 on the legal
requirements for the development of residential and commercial
development projects in the state of California, including, but not
limited to the Affordable Housing Act, zoning laws, Land use
requirements and limitations and other legal requirements for
development of projects in the state. The California legislature
continues in is attempt to encourage affordable housing develop-
ments; Chapter 12 has been further revised to update the discus-
sion of this issue.

Although California real estate attorneys will be the principal
users of this work, it is also designed to be useful to community
associations, both residential and commercial, and their officers,
directors, and members. Other professionals should also find this
work useful, including title insurance officers, civil engineers,
land surveyors, land planners, lenders, property and community
association managers, and other professionals operating in the
fields of real estate development, real estate finance, and
insurance.

This work includes both the law (relevant statutes, regula-
tions, and cases) and a useful guide to the practitioner. In addi-
tion, many forms are included for reference by developers, at-
torneys, and property owners’ associations and their members.
Several of the forms are annotated and contain alternative provi-
sions to make them more flexible and easier to use. A detailed
table of contents and index will quickly lead the reader to the
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pertinent section(s) of the text and forms.

I wish to acknowledge the help of the following people in prepar-
ing the material for this book:

Sally Morton for her assistance over the years in preparing and
organizing the text; Robert D. Gilmore (Asst. Commissioner,
retired) from the California Department of Real Estate for his
help and knowledge regarding Department of Real Estate mat-
ters; and the editorial staff at Thomson Reuters, our publisher,
for their continuing support of this project.

DAVID VAN ATTA
Womble Bond Dickinson
San Francisco, California 2026

CALIFORNIA COMMON INTEREST DEVELOPMENTS
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About the Authors
DAVID VAN ATTA

David Van Atta has co-authored this work since 1980 with
the late John Hanna. He is a graduate of the University of Cali-
fornia at Berkeley (A.B. 1966) and University of California Col-
lege of the Law, San Francisco (formerly Hastings College of the
Law) (J.D. 1969). He is a member of the State Bar Real Property
Section (past chair, condominium cooperative housing and
subdivision committee; vice chair, executive committee); the
Home Building Association of Northern California (past chair,
Department of Real Estate committee; Director, South Bay Divi-
sion); the Urban Land Institute (member, district council execu-
tive committee; past chair, program committee); American Col-
lege of Real Estate Lawyers (Board of Governors and Secretary);
the College of Community Association Lawyers, the Anglo Ameri-
can Real Property Institute (Board of Governors and Treasurer)
and Lambda Alpha International Land Economics Society. He
served as an adjunct professor at Golden Gate University School
of Law and a frequent lecturer for California Continuing Educa-
tion of the Bar and the American College of Real Estate Lawyers.
He was involved with the select committee regarding the legisla-
tion that resulted in the Davis-Stirling Common Interest Develop-
ment Act.

JOHN PAUL HANNA
The late John Paul Hanna was the initial author of this

work since 1975. He passed away in August of 2025 at the age of
93. John graduated from Stanford University (B.A. 1954) and
Stanford Law School (J.D. 1959). He was an active member of the
Home Building Association of Northern California (Director,
South Bay Division; Member DRE Committee) as well as the
American College of Real Estate Lawyers (ACREL). John was
very active in the Real Property section of the State Bar of Cali-
fornia [Condominium and Cooperative Housing Committee] and
the Real Estate Law Section of the American Bar Association. He
was a member of the Community Associations Institute (CAI)
and the Executive Council of Homeowners (ECHO) [ECHO Legal
Resource Panel], the College of Community Association Lawyers.
He was heavily involved as a member of the State Bar Commit-
tee responsible for drafting amendments to the California Condo-
minium Act and the Common Interest Development Act. He was
frequently a seminar speaker and panellist for many continuing
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legal education programs and testified as an expert witness on
common interest subdivision law and homeowners associations.

CALIFORNIA COMMON INTEREST DEVELOPMENTS
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2026 Preface
and Acknowledgments

The late John Hanna and co-author David Van Atta have
endeavoured to bring together, in this book, the statutes, regula-
tions, and cases that define and govern the ownership, develop-
ment, sale, use and governance of common interest developments
in California.

The major emphasis is on the development, sale and opera-
tions of common interest developments for residential purposes
as provided in the Davis-Stirling Common Interest Development
Act, found at Civil Code §§ 4000 et seq., with some discussion of
commercial common interest properties, particularly with refer-
ences to the Commercial and Industrial Common Interest
Development Act, found at Civil Code §§ 6500 et seq.

Major portions of the work are devoted to the administration,
management, and operation of residential and commercial prop-
erty owners’ associations.

Substantial discussion is provided in Chapter 12 on the legal
requirements for the development of residential and commercial
development projects in the state of California, including, but not
limited to the Affordable Housing Act, zoning laws, Land use
requirements and limitations and other legal requirements for
development of projects in the state. The California legislature
continues in is attempt to encourage affordable housing develop-
ments; Chapter 12 has been further revised to update the discus-
sion of this issue.

Although California real estate attorneys will be the principal
users of this work, it is also designed to be useful to community
associations, both residential and commercial, and their officers,
directors, and members. Other professionals should also find this
work useful, including title insurance officers, civil engineers,
land surveyors, land planners, lenders, property and community
association managers, and other professionals operating in the
fields of real estate development, real estate finance, and
insurance.

This work includes both the law (relevant statutes, regula-
tions, and cases) and a useful guide to the practitioner. In addi-
tion, many forms are included for reference by developers, at-
torneys, and property owners’ associations and their members.
Several of the forms are annotated and contain alternative provi-
sions to make them more flexible and easier to use. A detailed
table of contents and index will quickly lead the reader to the
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pertinent section(s) of the text and forms.

I wish to acknowledge the help of the following people in prepar-
ing the material for this book:

Sally Morton for her assistance over the years in preparing and
organizing the text; Robert D. Gilmore (Asst. Commissioner,
retired) from the California Department of Real Estate for his
help and knowledge regarding Department of Real Estate mat-
ters; and the editorial staff at Thomson Reuters, our publisher,
for their continuing support of this project.

DAVID VAN ATTA
Womble Bond Dickinson
San Francisco, California 2026
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About the Authors
DAVID VAN ATTA

David Van Atta has co-authored this work since 1980 with the
late John Hanna. He is a graduate of the University of California
at Berkeley (A.B. 1966) and University of California College of
the Law, San Francisco (formerly Hastings College of the Law)
(J.D. 1969). He is a member of the State Bar Real Property Sec-
tion (past chair, condominium cooperative housing and subdivi-
sion committee; vice chair, executive committee); the Home Build-
ing Association of Northern California (past chair, Department of
Real Estate committee; Director, South Bay Division); the Urban
Land Institute (member, district council executive committee;
past chair, program committee); American College of Real Estate
Lawyers (Board of Governors and Secretary); the College of Com-
munity Association Lawyers, the Anglo American Real Property
Institute (Board of Governors and Treasurer) and Lambda Alpha
International Land Economics Society. He served as an adjunct
professor at Golden Gate University School of Law and a frequent
lecturer for California Continuing Education of the Bar and the
American College of Real Estate Lawyers. He was involved with
the select committee regarding the legislation that resulted in
the Davis-Stirling Common Interest Development Act.

JOHN PAUL HANNA
The late John Paul Hanna was the initial author of this

work since 1975. He passed away in August of 2025 at the age of
93. John graduated from Stanford University (B.A. 1954) and
Stanford Law School (J.D. 1959). He was an active member of the
Home Building Association of Northern California (Director,
South Bay Division; Member DRE Committee) as well as the
American College of Real Estate Lawyers (ACREL). John was
very active in the Real Property section of the State Bar of Cali-
fornia [Condominium and Cooperative Housing Committee] and
the Real Estate Law Section of the American Bar Association. He
was a member of the Community Associations Institute (CAI)
and the Executive Council of Homeowners (ECHO) [ECHO Legal
Resource Panel], the College of Community Association Lawyers.
He was heavily involved as a member of the State Bar Commit-
tee responsible for drafting amendments to the California Condo-
minium Act and the Common Interest Development Act. He was
frequently a seminar speaker and panellist for many continuing
legal education programs and testified as an expert witness on
common interest subdivision law and homeowners associations.
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