Preface to 2026-2027 Edition

The purpose of the first three volumes of Iowa Practice is to
provide the practicing attorney with an introduction to a variety
of common practice areas. This update includes changes made by
the 2025 Iowa General Assembly, recent cases and amendments
to the Internal Revenue Code and regulations where relevant.

The Iowa General Assembly again failed to pass the revisions
to the Guardian and Conservatorship Statutes that were first
proposed in 2019. The Dissolution Chapter includes an expanded
discussion of common law marriage and valuation of marital as-
sets including retirement benefits and their division between the
spouses. The chapter points out that in a short-term marriage
the assets do not need to be divided equally between the spouses.
In addition the chapter on Appeals to the Iowa Supreme Court
contains a review of the revised rules of Appellate Procure and
the indexed numbers in the federal estate and gift tax chapters
have been updated.

The authors hope that the users of these volumes will find
them to be valuable additions to their practice. Any comments by
users are always welcome.
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