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To the memory of my late father Herman Toll, Member, Pennsylvania Bar,
House of Representatives, Commonwealth of Pennsylvania (1950-1958),
United States Congress (1958-1966), who taught me how laws are made.
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In 1969, the Pennsylvania Bar Association, through its Special Committee
on Crime and Juvenile Delinquency, David F. Maxwell, Chairman, Shel-
don S. Toll, Reporter, undertook a very careful analysis of the criticisms of
Senate Bill No. 38, with a view toward submitting a revised Bill to the
Legislature. This effort culminated in the introduction and successful
passage of Senate Bill No. 455, Session of 1971. The Crimes Code was
enacted by the Governor on December 6, 1972, as Act No. 334. It took
effect on June 6, 1973.
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FOREWORD

In May, 1962, the American Law Institute released its final draft of a Model Penal Code, the
result of ten years’ research. The concept of the Code was to provide a comprehensive treatment
and systematization of the criminal law, to make the law more rational and just. Immediately, the
organized bar commenced efforts to adopt the Model Penal Code in Pennsylvania, and that effort
culminated in the adoption of Pennsylvania’s Crimes Code in 1972.

Scope of this Edition

This work is intended to be useful to both the general practitioner and the criminal law
specialist. I have carefully edited both the Comments to the Model Penal Code and the Comments
of the Pennsylvania Joint State Government Commission (1967), in order to reproduce only those
portions which are relevant to the Pennsylvania Crimes Code, as finally enacted.

Although these Comments do not have the force of law, they were before the Pennsylvania
Legislature at the time of its adoption of the Crimes Code. These Comments are intended to set
forth the purpose of various provisions of the Code, to aid in viewing the Code as an integrated
whole, and to safeguard against misconstruction.

Further, I have also appended in many instances a Reporter’s Comment, indicating legislative
changes, criticisms, etc., and supplementing, where necessary, the Model Penal Code and Joint
State Government Commission Comments. Where applicable, I have also included a section
entitled “Cases.” This section is intended to set forth cases in addition to those mentioned in the
Comments.

I wish to make the following acknowledgments: to my wife, Roberta, without whose encourage-
ment and devotion this work would not have been undertaken; to my secretary, Doreen Walker,
whose zeal and diligence contributed greatly to the final form of the text; Lawyers Cooperative
Publishing Company, now Thomson Reuters, whose interest made this book possible; to the
partners of Honigman, Miller, Schwartz and Cohn, Detroit, Michigan, my law firm, for their
understanding concerning demands on my time during this project; to the American Law
Institute, Paul Wolkin, Esquire, Assistant Director, for kind permission to reproduce portions of
the Model Penal Code Comments.

SHELDON S. TOLL
Detroit, Michigan






PENNSYLVANIA CRIMES CODE

All text is current through Act 2 of the 2025 Pennsylvania General Assembly.

PART I
PRELIMINARY PROVISIONS

Chapter
1. GENERAL PROVISIONS ......coiiiiiitiieieeeeeie ettt sttt s s s s st sae st saesassenbans

CULPABILITY oot ssse s sessss s
GENERAL PRINCIPLES OF JUSTIFICATION ......oevueviirineeirecrieiiserineeiscrineesisesiseesssseiecsseninenns
RESPONSIBILITY (RESERVED) .....oooovvvcceermmmmmmmmmmmsmmmsssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss
INCHOATE  CRIMES ......oiiiiieiecrnrecisessie i ssesssenns
11. AUTHORIZED DISPOSITION OF OFFENDERS ........ccocooneinierninernerecrinesiciisennseiessseninenns
13. AUTHORITY OF COURT IN SENTENCING [TRANSFERRED] ............ccccoviimmmmmnrrrrevciisssrnnne

© N o w

PART II
DEFINITION OF SPECIFIC OFFENSES

ARTICLE A
OFFENSES AGAINST EXISTENCE OR STABILITY OF
GOVERNMENT

21.  OFFENSES AGAINST THE FLAG .......ovvviiiirr e ssessesssss oo

ARTICLE B
OFFENSES INVOLVING DANGER TO THE PERSON

23. GENERAL PROVISIONS ......coriiirieeirietrineeieerisesis e siessse s ssses e sssssssessssesssessessssessenne
25.  CRIMINAL HOMICIDE .....oovvviriiiirieeieiecrinecieerinesiseresenisesieesse e sasessesesssssssessssssesessssesssecsense
26. CRIMES AGAINST UNBORN CHILD ......oeconeveriricrieierineeicrinesmiesiseerisesssesisesssesesessssesesecsense
2T, ASSAULT ..ottt s
28, ANTIHAZING ..ottt ass sttt s snt s
29, KIDNAPPING ....cooiieiinee ettt
30. HUMAN TRAFFICKING ....oevoiiiiieineiireieeee et sssss s ssssesssessssssses oo
31.  SEXUAL OFFENSES ......viiiiinietccee et sssss s sssessses e sssessenne
B2, ABORTION ..ottt et e

ARTICLE C
OFFENSES AGAINST PROPERTY

33. ARSON, CRIMINAL MISCHIEF AND OTHER PROPERTY DESTRUCTION .....ccccccomevrvvvirecnenn.
35. BURGLARY AND OTHER CRIMINAL INTRUSION ......ccccovvvmirmrcrireemineeieereneeieeeeenscrisennens
37, ROBBERY ...ttt

Page

38
97
144
145
252
280

282

285
288
341
346
467
473
499
521
636

663
688



TABLE OF CONTENTS
Chapter
39. THEFT AND RELATED OFFENSES ......cooiiiiese sttt sstsns s ssse s sae s
41. FORGERY AND FRAUDULENT PRACTICES .......cooiiieeieeee et snae e

ARTICLED
OFFENSES AGAINST THE FAMILY

43.  OFFENSES AGAINST THE FAMILY ....ovvviiiinrirerinerisirecriserisenesesssisssessesesesssssesressesssesens

ARTICLE E
OFFENSES AGAINST PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION

45.  GENERAL PROVISIONS .......oviiiiiiniesiinisis s ssssesssssssses s ssesssssssssssssssssons
47. BRIBERY AND CORRUPT INFLUENCE ......cccovvviriiineireereceeriesiieieenisssisessseseesseesssesnenne
49.  FALSIFICATION AND INTIMIDATION ....ccvvvvimerieirieimerinecierinesimcresesmisreseensssesessssesssessesesssecsenne
51.  OBSTRUCTING GOVERNMENTAL OPERATIONS .....ccccovviimirinrisesississesesnesssesissenenens
53.  ABUSE OF OFFICE ......cooviiiiiriireiecseeie it sssss e sssseone

ARTICLEF
OFFENSES AGAINST PUBLIC ORDER AND DECENCY

55. RIOT, DISORDERLY CONDUCT AND RELATED OFFENSES

57. WIRETAPPING AND ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE .......c.cccooomiimriinirnniirnncecrnnesisinenen.
59.  PUBLIC INDECENCY ..ot ssssssssessssessssessssssesssssssssesssssnesens

ARTICLE G
MISCELLANEOUS OFFENSES

61. FIREARMS AND OTHER DANGEROUS ARTICLES .......ooconieinirerecineeeieeecsesneerisecnenne
B3, MINORS ..o
65, NUISANCES ...ttt et
67. PROPRIETARY AND OFFICIAL RIGHTS .....coovveiirirreccreee e
69.  PUBLIC UTILITIES .......oovvivirireiietieirieecses e ssssesssssssssessssssssessssssesssessssssssssesssssesesens
71.  SPORTS AND AMUSEMENTS .....coviiimriiirineriesiieerissesiesssisessssesessssssssssssssessssssssssssssssesens
73. TRADE AND COMMERCE .......ovoeiviiiinciinirineiscreieiinecisssise s seseesisssisessse e sssecsenne
75. OTHER OFFENSES ......oiiiiiis i sssssssssens
76.  COMPUTER OFFENSES .....cooviiiiiinrinescrieeiesiecisssise s sssessessssesssessasesssecsenne
77. VEHICLE CHOP SHOP AND ILLEGALLY OBTAINED AND ALTERED PROPERTY ................

PART III
MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

91. CRIMINAL HISTORY RECORD INFORMATION .....ccovivvierirericrireeiieriecnieeiecssesesessisesesecnense

viii



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Chapter Page
92.  CONFLICTS OF INTEREST ......coiititiieieercse sttt ssb st sas s s ssse s sssas 1465
93. INDEPENDENT COUNSEL [REPEALED] ......oovvoiereeeeneveessicessseeesssesesssessssssssssssssssssssssssssens 1466
94. CRIME VICTIMS ....cootiiieiectciee ettt ettt s bbb s e bbb bbbt e bbb et 1467
95. INDEPENDENT COUNSEL .....cccosiiiiirinieieisisieieissis et st sss e sssssssssssssssssssssssssssssesssssnsans 1468

§ 3. [SEVERABILITY] ....ovvoooeeveeecseeseseceessesssessssssssssssssesssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssnns 1481
§ 4. [APPLICABILITY OF STATUTORY CONSTRUCTION ACT] .ccorvveeeeeeeeeereeeeeeeereseeseeeee 1481
§ 5. [REPEALER] ....ooovoeveeecvecee s sssssesssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssasssssssssssssessssssnssses 1481
§ 6. [EFFECTIVE DATE] ....ooorvveeeeeneeecieeseesceesssssessssssessssssssssssssssessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssons 1488
INDEX .ot seseveesessssss s sssssssssss s sssssssss s sssssss s sssssssss s st ssssssess -1



	TOLL’S PENNSYLVANIA CRIMES CODE ANNOTATED 2d



