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Publisher’s Preface 

This publication is designed to provide a compact and authoritative presentation of the Texas Estates 

Code and related Texas laws, including the full text of Title 9 of the Property Code, relating to trusts. 

The publication is intended to combine the most salient features of an unannotated code—compactness 

and portability—and those of a fully annotated code—interpretative aids—into a single publication 

containing a carefully constructed selection of primary law materials relating to Texas estate planning 

and probate practice. Thus the publication contains the full text of the Estates Code, and related 

statutes, accompanied by interpretive aids which have been constructed by the author and the 

publisher’s editorial staff to provide materials which are highly focused, concise, practical, and 

authoritative. 

The Commentary, Leading Cases, Leading CLE/Law Review Publications and Index have been 

prepared by the author, Stanley M. Johanson. Cross References and Collateral References have also 

been supplied by the author. The remainder of the editorial components were prepared by the editorial 

staff of the publisher. 

This publication contains legislation affecting the Texas Estates Code and related Texas Codes 

enacted through the 89th Legislature, Regular Session (2025). New statutory language is in boldfaced 

type and deleted language is shown struck-through. Federal legislation is current through P.L. 119-31 of 

the First Session of the 119th Congress (2025). The Commentary and Leading Cases cover decisions 

published through 706 S.W.3d (2025). The notes to Attorney General Opinions cover opinions 

published through June, 2025. The Leading CLE/Law Review Materials cover course materials, articles, 

notes and comments published through June, 2025. 
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Author’s Preface 

This book incorporates, in one volume, all of the Texas statutes that relate to the estate practice. The 

book is more than a compendium of the relevant statutes, however. The annotations following each 

Estates Code and Trust Code provision include what I regard to be the leading cases (or at least useful 

cases) dealing with the particular statute. While in most instances the cases are summarized in one or 

two sentences, for a number of statutes I have included a Commentary that presents the leading cases 

in text note form. Where appropriate, the Commentary is followed by citations to secondary authorities, 

including papers presented at Advanced Estate Planning & Probate CLE programs. Cited articles from 

the State Bar Advanced Estate Planning & Probate Course are available for downloading at www.reptl. 

org for members of the Real Estate, Probate & Trust Law Section, and at www.texasbarcle.com for all 

others. 

The reader will be pleased to discover that the book’s subject index has been prepared by a human 

being. In personally preparing the index, my goal was to enable the user to find the statute he or she is 

searching for after looking under at most two entries. If, in any instance, it doesn’t work for you, let me 

know, and I will take appropriate measures in the next edition. 

I may be the only person alive who has read the Texas Probate Code in its entirety, and also now the 

Estates Code in its entirety, not to mention most of the cases that have ever cited a Probate Code or 

Trust Code provision. (When I mentioned this from a CLE podium, someone responded with ‘‘Get a 

life!’’) I can’t say that it was fun, but I think it was a useful endeavor, and I hope the reader agrees. 
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