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PREFACE

The sample forms in this book are intended not as a solution to your
drafting tasks but as a point of departure: They are meant to provide
guidelines as to what a document might look like, what components it
might include, how it might be organized, and what language might be
used. Because there are only a handful of rigid requirements for court
papers (such as the jurat at the close of a declaration), there is no
single approach to writing a technically accurate motion, declaration
or pleading. The sample forms demonstrate one way those docu-
ments might be prepared, but do not purport to show the only way.
My hope is that these forms will provide the kind of jump-start
practitioners often need in preparing unfamiliar pretrial documents.

While every effort has been made to ensure accuracy concerning the
procedural aspects of the forms in this book, the substantive content
is entirely fanciful and should not be relied upon. Thus, for example,
there can be no assurance that the sample complaints will withstand
demurrer, that the sample declaration contains all the facts necessary
to support any given motion, or that the sample motions have substan-
tive merit. Neither this book nor any other reference tool can ever
replace the legal research fundamental to sound drafting.

This book is designed to be a companion to—and not a substitute
for—Weil & Brown et al., California Practice Guide: Civil Procedure
Before Trial (TRG). It cites the corresponding sections of Weil & Brown
in connection with each form instead of including explanatory notes.
The expectation is that this volume will supplement and enhance the
practical value of your three-volume Civil Procedure Before Trial.

I hope you find this forms book useful and | invite your comments and
constructive criticisms.

Maria P. Rivera
San Francisco, California
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