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PREFACE

This Practice Guide evolved from materials originally prepared for
continuing education programs presented by the California Judges
Association and The Rutter Group for California judges and lawyers.
As these programs continued over a period of years, the program
materials became increasingly comprehensive. This Practice Guide
expands upon and updates those earlier efforts.

The work before you is designed to provide a road map through the
thicket of statutes, regulations and case law governing the employ-
ment relationship. Our goal is to provide concise, reliable answers to
the issues most commonly encountered in employment litigation.
Keep in mind, however, that this is a complex and extremely fast-
changing field, and many issues are unsettled. As a result, other
judges and lawyers may disagree with views expressed herein.
(Indeed, the authors reserve the right to disagree on matters pre-
sented to any of us!)

This book is also intended to be a true practice guide. To that end, the
lawyers contributing to this book have included practice pointers to
alert you to common pitfalls and to assist you in representing clients
effectively in employment cases.

We are committed to keeping this Practice Guide up to date and to
rewriting it as required to reflect developments in the law. Our readers
can help in this effort. We invite your input on how this work can be
improved and on any changes or corrections you deem appropriate.
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