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PREFACE

We set several goals in writing this book in order to maximize its
usefulness to you, our readers:

Our first goal is to make the complexities of federal civil procedure
understandable. We state the rules as clearly and simply as pos-
sible, and illustrate their application in typical cases. We present
the materials in logical sequence and cross-reference related
doctrines.

Our second goal is to localize the materials. We focus on the
procedures in your local federal district court. We attempt to cover
all relevant local rules. Wherever possible, we cite to cases in your
circuit.

Our third goal is to provide a reliable up-to-date reference source.
We therefore minimize historical discussions. This book will be
revised frequently so as to catch developing new trends and elimi-
nate obsolete materials.

Our final goal is to provide a true practice guide. We alert you to
common pitfalls in federal practice . . . and suggest “practice
pointers” that will enable you to present your cases more
confidently and (hopefully) more successfully!

A word about our citations: For sake of brevity, we omit certiorari
denied by the U.S. Supreme Court and other nonsubstantive
subsequent history on court of appeals citations. (However, some
judges find such information valuable and may expect you to provide
it.)

Now, some caveats:

Procedural issues often involve several doctrines concurrently.
Thus, rules discussed under one subject may be affected by other
doctrines discussed elsewhere in this book. We include many
cross-references but cannot foresee every overlap. Readers must
rely on their own analyses to identify all relevant doctrines in a par-
ticular case.

While we cover many local rules, additional policies and procedures
may apply in particular judges’ courtrooms (“local, local rules”).
Litigators are expected to ascertain these rules by checking with
the courtroom clerk for the judge involved.

No book can substitute for independent research and analysis of
primary sources. We believe our citations and interpretations are
accurate, but they should not be taken as “gospel.” Other judges
and lawyers may disagree. Indeed, the authors reserve the right to
disagree on matters presented to any of us.

Finally, a dedication: This Practice Guide is designed for and
dedicated to federal civil litigators whether they appear regularly or
only occasionally in federal court. We hope this book will lighten their
burdens and take the “fear out of flying” in federal court.
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