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CHAPTER 51. RULES AND REGULATIONS
OF THE TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF
FAMILY AND PROTECTIVE SERVICES

§ 51:5 Case service plan

CHAPTER 52. PERMANENCY HEARINGS
§ 52:1 In general

CHAPTER 53. FINAL ORDER FOR CHILD
UNDER THE CARE OF THE
DEPARTMENT OF FAMILY AND
PROTECTIVE SERVICES

§ 53:1 Dismissal after one year; extension

CHAPTER 54. GROUNDS OF INVOLUNTARY

TERMINATION
§ 54:2 Abandonment
§ 54:3 Abuse

§ 54:7 Failure to enroll child in school

§ 54:14 Criminal conduct not directed at child

§ 54:16 No paternity registration by biological father

§ 54:19 Child taken to designated emergency infant care provider with
no intent to return [Retitled]/

§ 54:21 Criminal attempt or solicitation /New/
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CHAPTER 55. IF INVOLUNTARY
TERMINATION IS ACTIVELY SOUGHT
BY THE TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF
FAMILY AND PROTECTIVE SERVICES

§ 55:6 Whether imprisoned parent has right to be present at final
termination hearing

§ 55:7 Burden of proof

§ 55:8 Factors to consider to determining best interest of child

§ 55:9 If parent is incompetent or unintelligent

§ 55:14 Medical history report

CHAPTER 56. PROCEDURES, EVIDENCE,
AND TESTIMONY AT FINAL
TERMINATION HEARING

§ 56:1 Proceedings and rules of evidence
§ 56:3 When continuance mandatory
§ 56:9 If inadmissible hearsay admitted without objection

CHAPTER 57. FACTS SUPPORTING

TERMINATION
57:1 In general
57:2  Abuse

57:3 Neglect
57:4 Abandonment
57:5 Failure to support
: Affidavit of relinquishment of parental rights

Imprisonment of parent
Best interest of the child

: Mental illness of parent/competency to stand trial
7:12 Use of controlled substance
7:13 Failure to comply with service plan /[New/

: Failure to comply with court order /[New/
7:15 Criminal Conduct of Parent /[New]

CHAPTER 58. FINAL DECREE

§ 58:1 Powers and duties and trial court

§ 58:3  Preferential setting for final termination hearing
§ 58:5 Default judgment

§ 58:7 Finality of judgment and effect of decree

§ 58:11 Direct or collateral attack on termination decree

CHAPTER 59. RIGHT OF APPEAL AFTER
FINAL TERMINATION HEARING

§ 59:3 Appeals as in civil cases generally
§ 59:4 Waiver of point of error

§ 59:5 Appeal is accelerated

§59:9 Perfecting appeal
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§ 59:11 Filing of reporter’s record

§ 59:12 Clerk’s record

§ 59:13 Filing of appellant’s brief

§ 59:15 Standard of review

§ 59:18 Findings of fact and conclusions of law [New]/
§ 59:19 No right to appeal interlocutory order /New/

CHAPTER 61. BILL OF REVIEW

§61:2 When necessary
§ 61:3.50 Bill of Review Petition Not Timely Filed [New]
§61:4 Bill of review narrowly construed

B. HOW TO PROSECUTE CHILD ABUSE AND
CHILD NEGLECT CASES

CHAPTER 63. DUTIES OF THE TEXAS
DEPARTMENT OF FAMILY AND
PROTECTIVE SERVICES ONCE INITIAL
INTAKE IS RECEIVED

§ 63:2 Information relating to investigation procedure and child
placement resources [Retitled]

CHAPTER 64. DUTIES OF PROSECUTING
ATTORNEY AFTER COMPLETION OF

INITTAL INVESTIGATION

§ 64:3 Contents of petition
§ 64:6 Citation and notice

CHAPTER 67. SERVICE PLANS AND STATUS

HEARINGS

§ 67:7 Time for status hearing
§ 67:9 Finding of trial court at status hearing

CHAPTER 69. VOLUNTARY TERMINATIONS
§ 69:2 What each parent should sign

CHAPTER 70. VOLUNTARY TERMINATION

PROCEEDINGS

§ 70:10 Discovery

§ 70:17 Placement review hearing required if department named
managing conservator in final order or termination decree
but no adoption
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D. REPRESENTATION OF CHILD AS AMICUS
ATTORNEY OR ATTORNEY AD LITEM

CHAPTER 72. AMICUS ATTORNEY AND
ATTORNEY AD LITEM /Retitled]

§ 72:1 Discretionary appointment of amicus attorney /Retitled]

§ 72:2 Mandatory appointment of amicus attorney or attorney ad
litem [Retitled]

§ 72:3 Appointment of attorney in dual role as attorney ad litem and
guardian ad litem [Deleted]

§ 72:4 Continued representation of attorney ad litem and guardian ad
litem [Deleted]

§ 72:5 Statutory duties and powers of amicus attorney

§ 72:6 Statutory duties and powers of attorney ad litem for child
[Retitled]

§ 72:8 Amicus attorney standard of care, conflicts of interest, and bias
[Retitled]

§ 72:9 Attorney fees for amicus attorney or attorney ad litem [Retitled]

§ 72:10 Typical other duties and powers of attorney amicus attorney

[Deleted]

E. REVERSIBLE ERRORS
CHAPTER 73. REVERSIBLE ERRORS

§ 73:1 No service of process on one occupying legal state of a parent

§ 73:2 Biological father not served with process or notice

§ 73:4  Another court had continuing jurisdiction

§ 73:5 Faulty petition

§ 73:9  Attorney not appointed to represent indigent parent

§ 73:11 Imprisoned parent without counsel not allowed to be present
at final hearing and had no opportunity for deposition

§ 73:25 Insufficient evidence—Abandonment

§ 73:26 Insufficient evidence—Abuse

§ 73:27 Insufficient evidence—Neglect

§ 73:28 Insufficient evidence—Failure to support

§ 73:29 Insufficient evidence—Faulty affidavit of relinquishment of
parental rights

§ 73:30 Insufficient evidence—Best interest of the child

§ 73:33 Failure to receive 10 days notice and appearance previously
made or answer filed

§ 73:35 Trial court’s refusal to allow jury trial

§ 73:37 Awarding custody to a nonparty

§ 73:42 Ineffective assistance of counsel

§ 73:46 Figal termination hearing not held before one-year dismissal

ate

§ 73:48 Illegal drug use

§ 73:51 No court order for parent to follow /New]

§ 73:52 Failure to comply with court order /[New/
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§ 73:53 Insufficient Evidence—Failure to Comply With Service Plan
[New]

§ 73:54 Failure of Trial Court to Provide Free Report’s Record and
Clerk’s Record For Indigent Parents /New/

§ 73:55 Improper Retroactive Application of Ground of Termination
[New]

§ 73:56 Insufficient evidence prior conviction of parent [New/

§ 73:57 Conflict of interest of Attorney for Texas Department of
Protective and Regulatory services [New]/

§ 73:58 Writ of mandamus appropriate [New/

Appendices

Appendix E. Texas Rules of Evidence [Deleted]
Appendix F. Texas Family Code [Deleted]

Appendix G. Selected Rules and Regulations of the Texas Depart-
ment of Protective and Regulatory Services [Deleted]

Appendix H. Relevant United States Code Provisions
[Deleted] [Deleted]
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