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PREFACE

Landlord-tenant dealings have become increasingly complex. Economic
swings and the concomitant effect on supply and demand in the residen-
tial and commercial rental markets significantly impact lease negotiations
and readily foster disputes between landlord and tenant.

A scarcity of rental units naturally makes rental agreements and leases
more valuable, increasing a tenant’s incentive to sublease or assign and
a landlord’s incentive to look for ways out of disadvantageous leases.
Conversely, a glut of available rentals gives tenants greater bargaining
power, increasing landlord willingness to agree to new rental conces-
sions, long-term leases more favorable to tenant needs, and a general
reluctance to resort to “knee-jerk” eviction remedies upon tenant defaults.

Working alongside these practical underpinnings is a tremendous body of
law which steers, regulates and limits landlord-tenant substantive and
procedural rights and obligations.

Not surprisingly, unlawful detainers continue among the most common
matters on court dockets. This Practice Guide provides attorneys
representing residential and commercial landlords and tenants with a
comprehensive, systematic approach and explanation to the relevant
federal, state and local law. In addition, we offer strategies and tactics,
practice pointers and forms necessary to competently advise clients in
rental negotiations, commencement of the tenancy, rights and obligations
during the tenancy, and termination of the tenancy.

Obviously, no single book can substitute for independent research, analy-
sis and experience. But we think you will find in this Practice Guide the
basic information and tools needed to effectively handle problems com-
monly encountered in landlord-tenant negotiations and litigation.

We plan to keep this Practice Guide updated yearly so that it will continue
to be a reliable source for all of us.

TERRY B. FRIEDMAN DAVID A. GARCIA VALENTINE S. HOY
Judge (Ret.) Judge (Ret.) Allen Matkins

Los Angeles San Francisco San Diego

Superior Court Superior Court
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