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This work provides an extensive treatment of insurance law in Canada, combin-
ing a scholarly treatment of general principles with a practical treatment of the
issues arising in specific types of insurance practice. Chapters 1 through 15
contain the established text on the subject, Insurance Law in Canada. Chapters
16 through 20 are authored by practitioners who are experts in their respective
fields: accident and sickness insurance; automotive insurance; liability insur-
ance; marine insurance; and property insurance. The service gives you practical
coverage of the issues arising in practice, combined with trusted coverage of
first principles, all at your fingertips. The authors deal with legislation and case
law from all across Canada. The work is published in a looseleaf format, ensur-
ing currency through regular updates.
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What’s New

This release features updates to the case digests covering Chapter 17
(Automobile Insurance).

Highlights

E Expanded Definition of “Accident” and Causation Requirements:
Courts have clarified that for statutory accident benefits, there must be
a direct causal link between the use/operation of an automobile and the
injuries sustained. Key cases establish that intervening acts (like as-
saults) may break the chain of causation, and that vehicles used as
weapons rather than for their ordinary purpose may not qualify as “ac-
cidents” under insurance schemes.

E Limitation Periods and Procedural Requirements: Multiple deci-
sions address when limitation periods begin for challenging benefit
denials, emphasizing that denials must be “clear and unequivocal” to
trigger the limitation clock. Courts have also clarified that the discover-
ability principle applies to certain benefit claims, and that insurers can-
not start the limitation period through pre-emptive denials before a
claimant actually applies for benefits.

E Catastrophic Impairment Determinations and Income Replace-
ment Benefits: Significant jurisprudence establishes the test for cata-
strophic impairment status and clarifies eligibility requirements for
income replacement benefits (IRBs), including that claimants must be
actually “employed” (receiving remuneration for services) rather than
merely maintaining a formal employment relationship. The post-104-
week IRB test requires complete inability to engage in any employment
for which the person is reasonably suited by education, training, or
experience.

E Collateral Benefits and Priority Disputes: Courts have addressed
deductions for workers’ compensation benefits and employer-provided
benefits, interpretation of “incurred” expenses for attendant care claims,
and priority disputes between insurers regarding which policy provides
primary coverage in complex multi-vehicle or multi-policy scenarios.
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