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E Search and Seizure — Search without Warrant — Pursuant to Stat-
ute — Liquor Control Legislation — The Court of Appeal for Ontario 
held to be lawful, under Ontario’s former sub. 32(5) of the Liquor Licence 
Act, the officer’s warrantless searches for open alcohol in the centre console 
of the accused’s vehicle and of a closed gym bag found inside the cabin of 
the vehicle. With respect to the latter search, the appellate court 
interpreted the exception in subs. 32(2), “packed in baggage that is fastened 
closed or is not otherwise readily available to any person in the vehicle” 
not to include a bag that has been closed by a zipper and which could be 
easily accessed by an occupant of the vehicle: R. v. Guerrier, 2024 ONCA 
838, 2024 CarswellOnt 17746 (Ont. C.A.). 

E Other Rights — Voting Rights: Section 3 — The court held the House 
of Assembly’s acceptance of recommendation of the Electoral Boundaries 
Commission not to declare a particular area of Nova Scotia an exceptional 
electoral district under the House of Assembly Act to infringe s. 3 of the 
Charter, and could not be saved or justified under s. 1: Fédération 
Acadienne de la Nouvelle-Écosse et al. v. Nova Scotia (Attorney General), 
2024 NSSC 339, 2024 CarswellNS 907 (N.S. S.C.). 
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