TABLE OF CONTENTS

Dedication. . . . .. ... ... iii

Introduction . ... ... . ... v

Table of Cases . ... ... .. ... . ix

Chapter 1 — History of Victim Impact Statements . . . . ..................... 1

What Victim Impact Statements Are .. ............ ... ... 1

Pre-1988 Victim Impact Statements . . ... .......... ... .. ... 5

Post-1988 Victim Impact Statements . ... .......... ... 8

Chapter 2 — Recent History of Victim Rights in Canada . . ... .............. 11

How has Canada Been Treating Victims .. .......................... 11

Canadian Statement of Basic Principles of Justice for Victims of Crime . . . .

..................................................... 12

ONEATIO . o o e e e e e 15

Manitoba . . . ... 17

British Columbia . ......... ... .. . .. . 18

ALbeTta . . . 19

Saskatchewan . . ... .. . .. L 21

QuebeC . ... 22

Lack of Judicial Consideration of Victim Rights Legislation. .. ............ 23

Funding and Support Organizations for Victims in Canada . . .............. 24
Chapter 3 — Current Victim Impact Statement Forms and Victim Services in

Canada . . ... ... 29

British Columbia . . ... .. ... . 29

British Columbia Victim Compensation. . .. ..................... 37

ALDEIta . . o o 51

Alberta Victim Compensation. . . . ... ... ..ot 59

Saskatchewan . ... ... ... .. 59

Saskatchewan Victim Compensation . .. ........................ 64

Manitoba . . . ... 66

Manitoba Victim Compensation . ... .............ouuneenoo... 72

ONEATIO .+« o o e e e e e e e e e e e e e 99

Ontario Victim Compensation . .. ...............oouuneenn.o... 111

QUEDEC . . . . e 148

Quebec Victim Compensation . . ... ..........ouieinnennno... 156

YUKON . 166

vii



Table of Contents

Yukon Crime Prevention and Victim Services Trust Fund . . ... ... ... 169
Parole Board of Canada . ... ........... ... ... .. .. .. ..., 178

Chapter 4 — Are Victim Impact Statements Beneficial For Victims and the Courts?

............................................................. 185
Are Victim Impact Statements Beneficial For Victims? ... .............. 185
Are Victim Impact Statements Beneficial For the Courts? .. ............. 189
Chapter 5 — Have Victim Impact Statements Affected Sentencing Patterns? ... 193
Chapter 6 — Oral Presentations and Cross-Examinations on Victim Impact State-
MENES . . .. ... 203
Oral Presentations of Victim Impact Statements . ..................... 203
Post-1999 Amendments: Inherent or Discretionary? . .. ................. 204
The Oral Presentation of VISs: Beneficial or Not? .................... 207
Cross-Examination of Victims on Their Victim Impact Statements . ........ 209
Chapter 7 — The Future of Victim Impact Statements . . ... ............... 215
Redefining “Victim™. . . .. .. .. . 216
Who Has Been Accepted as a “Victim™? . .. ........ ... ........ 225
Post-1999 Amendments: Case Law Commentary on the Definition of
CVICHM” Lo 229
Where Should the Definition of “Victim” Go? ... ................ 233
Educate Victims .. ...... ... 233
Improve VIS Participation Numbers . ... .......... ... ... .... 234
Alleviate Inappropriate Content . . ............ ..., 238
Uniform Victim Impact Statement System Across Canada . .............. 243
VIS Form . ... ... . 244
Uniform Purpose for VISs . . ... ... ... . 246
Time Allotted to VISs . ... ... ... . . ... 249
Educating the Judiciary to Alleviate Victim Concerns with VISs. .. ........ 251
Listening/Interacting with Victims in the Courtroom . . ... .......... 253
New Evidence in Victim Impact Statements/Disclosure of Victim Impact
Statements . . ... .. e 255
Foster Communication Between the Victim and the Offender . . .. ... ...... 258
Restorative JUSHCE . . . ... ..o 260
Conclusion . . ... .. ... 265
Index . ... ... 267

viii



