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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE
2025 EDITION

For greater ease-of-use and more efficient updating, Trial
Handbook for New Mexico Lawyers has been reformatted from a
hardbound volume with A cumulative supplement to an annually-
replaced softbound volume.

The 2025 Edition includes the fully updated and revised text
of the original hardbound volume, the 2024 cumulative supple-
ment, and recent developments affecting trial practice in New
Mexico, including new material on challenges for cause, cred-
ibility of witnesses, and motions to suppress evidence.
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About the Author
J. Duke Thornton practiced in the areas of general liability litiga-
tion, professional liability and trucking and transportation. He
graduated from the University of New Mexico School of Law with
a J.D. in 1969. He was admitted to practice in New Mexico and
New York and is a former member of the State Bar of New Mexico
American Bar Association, the Defense Research and Trial
Lawyers Association, the International Association of Insurance
Counsel, the Association for Transportation Law, Logistics and
Policy, and the American Board of Trial Advocates, as well as a
former associate member of the American Board of Trial
Advocates. In 1987, he was appointed by the Governor as the
public member of the N.M. Board of Dentistry. In 1988, he was
appointed by the Governor to the New Mexico State Racing
Commission. He also served as Chairman of the American Law
Firm Association Transportation from 1999 to 2000. He is a for-
mer NCAA authorized player-agent and a former member of the
National Football League Players Association. He has a passion
for flying and is a licensed commercial pilot. He also trained as a
commercial motor vehicle operator.
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