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WHAT’S NEW IN THE 2024 EDITION

COLJI-Crim. contains expanded Comments, revisions based
on 2023 legislation, corrections to substantive errors that ap-
peared in the prior COLJI-Crim., and corrections to non-
substantive formatting irregularities. The Committee has
highlighted each substantive revision by means of the “+” symbol
(which can be used as a search term by those who wish to survey
the most recent revisions). However, the Committee has not
highlighted formatting revisions that are inconsequential.
Furthermore, the Committee has removed the “+” symbol that
appeared in the prior year’s notations, but it has retained the
comment explaining prior changes for clarity.

Where the text of a model instruction has been altered, the
“+” symbol appears at the point of the revision, and again in the
new separate Comment which explains the change.

Where a Comment has been added, corrected, or significantly
expanded, the “+” symbol appears at the point of the revision,
and again in the new separate Comment which explains the rea-
son for the change.
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SUPREME COURT OF COLORADO
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF JUSTICE

ORDER
Concerning the Reauthorization of the Model Criminal
Jury Instructions Committee of the Colorado Supreme

Court

I hereby reauthorize the Model Criminal Jury Instructions
Committee and charge it with periodically reviewing, correcting,
updating, and improving Colorado Jury Instructions—Criminal.

I reappoint Justice Carlos Samour, Jr. as Chair; Judge John
Daniel Dailey and Judge Rebecca R. Freyre as Vice-Chairs; and
Judge Martin F. Egelhoff, Senior Judge Charles R. Greenacre,
Judge Mark Randall, Judge Karen A. Romeo, and Senior Judge
P. Dinsmore Tuttle as Members.

This Order shall apply retroactively to October 1, 2018, and
shall remain in force until otherwise suspended by a superseding
order from the Chief Justice.

DONE and signed this 8th day of August, 2019.

COLORADO SUPREME COURT
By Nathan B. Coats, Chief Justice
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PREFACE

In 2011, then-Chief Justice Michael L. Bender established the
Colorado Supreme Court’s Model Criminal Jury Instructions
Committee (the Committee) and charged it with publishing an
updated edition of COLJI-Crim. The Committee thanks the for-
mer Chief Justice for providing the Committee with the staff and
other resources necessary to accomplish this sizeable
undertaking. The Committee is equally grateful to former Chief
Justice Nancy E. Rice, former Chief Justice Nathan B. Coats, for-
mer Chief Justice Brian D. Boatright, and current Chief Justice
Monica M. Márquez, who all continued this support during their
respective tenures.

The Committee has endeavored to draft model instructions
that accurately state the law in neutral language. However, the
precise format and wording for instructions and verdict forms
have never been mandated as a matter of positive law in Colo-
rado, and this publication is neither a restatement nor a
comprehensive summary of the law.

The comments that follow the instructions include references
to relevant legal authorities, cross-references to other instruc-
tions, and directions for addressing alternative scenarios. These
comments include citations to relevant decisions of the United
States Supreme Court and the Colorado Supreme Court that
were announced prior to publication of this volume, as well as
relevant decisions of the Colorado Court of Appeals that became
final prior to publication (i.e., cases for which a mandate issued).

The Committee’s drafting protocols are explained in greater
detail in Chapter A (General Directions For Use of COLJI-Crim.),
which includes a section with several search tips.

The Committee intends to keep these jury instructions cur-
rent by periodically publishing new editions or supplements. Dur-
ing the periods between these formal publications, the Commit-
tee Reporter will post online summaries of developments in the
law related to criminal jury instructions based on legislative
changes and decisions of the United States Supreme Court, the
Colorado Supreme Court, and the Colorado Court of Appeals.
This list, which will be captioned as the “Reporter’s Online
Update,” will be available on the Committee’s web page.

Although the Committee expects that the Reporter’s Online
Update will be a valuable research tool, the Committee empha-
sizes that it will be an informal publication that is not subject to
review by the Committee. Thus, users should not assume that
the Committee will make modifications based on information
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that appears in the Reporter’s Online Update.
In addition to these interim summaries of developments in

the law related to criminal jury instructions, the Reporter’s
Online Update will include notations documenting any errors
that the Reporter learns of subsequent to publication. Accord-
ingly, the Committee encourages users to alert the Reporter of er-
rors at mcjic@judicial.state.co.us However, here again, users
should not assume that the Committee will make modifications
based on recommended corrections that may appear in the
Reporter’s Online Update.

The Committee invites users to submit recommendations for
substantive improvements to the Reporter at the above e-mail
address. Although such submissions will not be posted online as
part of the Reporter’s Online Update, the Reporter will present
all suggestions to the Committee for consideration.

Finally, the Committee wishes to express its appreciation for
the suggestions of the Plain Language Jury Instructions Commit-
tee, a subcommittee of the Colorado Supreme Court’s Jury System
Standing Committee: Judge James B. Breese (Chair), former
Chief Justice Michael L. Bender, Justice Brian D. Boatright,
Judge Catherine A. Lemon, Judge Tamara S. Russell, Ruth
Falkenberg, Jay S. Grant, Esq., Robert S. Grant, Esq., Thomas J.
Hammond, Esq., Professor Timothy Hurley, Professor Anthony
Lozano, Miles Madorin, Esq., Penny McPherson, Blake Renner,
Esq., Marjorie Seawell, and Penny Wagner.

In addition, the Committee thanks: Weld County Court Judge
Dana Nichols and Diane Balkin, Esq. (who collaborated to review
a preliminary draft of Chapter 9-2 (Cruelty to Animals));
Christopher T. Ryan, Clerk of the Colorado Supreme Court, and
staff (who provided the Committee with administrative and
logistical support); Daniel Cordova, Supreme Court Law Librar-
ian, and staff (who assisted the Committee with research); Bryan
Lopez (who provided the cover photograph); Andrea Cole, Joan
Cordutsky, Joseph DeStafney, Kristin Marburg, Melissa McClure,
Catherine McDaugale, Sandy Mills, David Steiner, and J.J. Wal-
lace, Associate Staff Attorneys for the Colorado Court of Appeals
(who helped proofread the manuscript); Jenny Moore, Rules
Research Attorney for the Colorado Supreme Court (who also
helped proofread the manuscript); and Christine Kreger, of the
Colorado State Library (who provided technical assistance).
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