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Preface to the 2025 Edition

For over fifty years, this text has compiled, coordinated, and com-
mented on developments for most common trial issues. It has become
a standard resource for many judges and lawyers. Formerly known as
Trial Handbook for Ohio Lawyers, as the most comprehensive single
volume publication for Ohio Trial Practice, it proudly now wears that
title.

This text answers critical questions that a lawyer can and will
face in almost every trial. Some lawyers carry it with them to their
trials. Others use it to check out last-minute issues in their offices.
Some senior lawyers give it to newer practitioners when they begin
their practices.

With more than 13,775 citations, this 2025 Edition continues to
focus the trial lawyer’s search for governing constitutional provisions,
statutes, rules, and precedent.

This 2025 Edition replaces the 2024 Edition in its entirety.

Highlights

e Publicity before and during trial (State ex rel. Cincinnati
Enquirer v. Bloom, § 2:17)

e Speedy trial—Constitutional time limits—Compliance (State v.
Jones, § 4:3)

e Right to fair and impartial jury (Estate of Tomlinson v. Mega
Pool Warehouse, Inc., § 6:1)

e Judicial notice of fact concerning court (Mundy v. Centrome,
Inc., § 20:3)

e Authentication—Self-authenticating material (State v. Fowler,
§ 22:4)

e Best evidence rule (Cleveland v. White, § 24:16)

e Constitutional right to confront witnesses (State v. Wilcox,
§ 26:33)

e Flight or concealment (State v. Vasquez, § 27:3)

e Attorney fees—Statutory remedies—Workers’ compensation
(Shields v. Bureau of Workers’ Compensation, § 34:5)

e Contract case—Liquidated or limited damages (Hawken School
v. Machado, § 34:49)

e “Same-juror rule” in civil cases (Hild v. Samaritan Health
Partners, § 36:4)

e Sealing or Expungement of criminal record (R.C. 2953.32,
§ 39:27)

e Updated appendices
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Ouio TriaL PracTICcE

Thank you for subscribing to Ohio Trial Practice (Baldwin’s Ohio
Handbook Series). We hope that you find this book an invaluable tool
for your practice.

Clair E. Dickinson
Akron, Ohio
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About the Author

Clair E. Dickinson

During law school, Clair Dickinson served as Editor-In-Chief of
the Cleveland State Law Review and received the Howard L. Oleck
Award for outstanding writing by a law student. He began his legal
career as a law clerk to the Honorable Leroy J. Contie Jr., United
States District Judge for the Northern District of Ohio. He was then
an associate with Jones, Day, Reavis & Pogue in Cleveland. He first
joined the Akron office of Brouse McDowell in 1983 and spent a total
of over 29 years with the firm, interrupted by two periods of service as
a judge on the Ninth District Court of Appeals. At Brouse, he practiced
as both a trial and an appellate lawyer and, at different times, chaired
both practice groups. He also served as firm counsel for a number of
years.

Mr. Dickinson served as a judge on the Ohio Ninth District Court
of Appeals from 1993 through 1999 and from 2007 through 2012. He
both argued cases before and served as a visiting justice on the Ohio
Supreme Court. During his almost twelve years on the appellate court,
he participated in more than 4,000 decisions. He is a former member
of the Ohio Supreme Court Commission on the Rules of Practice and
Procedure (Chair of the Appellate Rules Committee), a former member
of the Ohio Supreme Court Commission on the Rules of Superinten-
dence, a former member of the Board of Editors of Ohio Lawyer, a for-
mer member of the Council of Delegates of the Ohio State Bar As-
sociation, a former member of the Board of Trustees of the Akron Bar
Association, former Chairman of the Board of Directors of Ohio United
Way, former Counselor for the Charles F. Scanlon and Judge Samuel
(Sam) Bell Inn of Court, and member and former Chairman of the
Board of Downtown Akron Partnership.

He has taught continuing legal education classes for lawyers and
judges, including classes for the Ohio Judicial College. He and his
wife Kathie have been married for 52 years and live in Akron. They
have three grown children and seven grandchildren.
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more than 3,000 appellate decisions.

He served on the full-time faculties of Harvard University Law
School and Cleveland State University Law School, and more than
twenty-five years on the part-time faculties of Case Western Reserve
University Law School, Cleveland State University Law School, Akron
University Law School, and the Massachusetts Institute of Technology.

He gave more than 600 seminar lectures for lawyers and judges,
including many for the National Judicial College, the Ohio Judicial
College, and the Institute for Judicial Administration at the N.Y.U.
Law School. In addition to the Ohio Trial Practice, he had published
two additional texts and more than fifty articles related to trial and
appellate litigation.
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invest more than any other online legal research provider in our people and
technology where it matters most. As a result, you find exactly what you need
quickly and confidently.

* Build the strongest argument with the most comprehensive collection
of legal content

* Deliver better results confidently with WestSearch®, the only search
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* Rely on the most current version of the law with proprietary
editorial enhancements

* Accessyour legal research anytime, anywhere with the free
Westlaw apps
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as an eBook.

Take your research mobile. Powered by the Thomson
Reuters ProView™ app, our eBooks deliver the same
trusted content as your print resources, but in a compact,
on-the-go format.

ProView eBooks are designed for the way you work. You
can add your own notes and highlights to the text, and
all of your annotations will transfer electronically to every
new edition of your eBook.

You can also instantly verify primary authority with built-
in links to WestlawNext®and KeyCite®, so you can be
confident that you're accessing the most current and
accurate information.

To find out more about ProView eBooks and available
discounts, call 1-800-328-9352.
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