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PREFACE

Designed for use in the office or courtroom, this pamphlet contains the Massachusetts State rules.
WHAT’S NEW
Massachusetts Rules of Court, Volume I — State, 2025, includes rules and associated material governing
practice before the Massachusetts state courts. It replaces the 2024 edition, and any accompanying supplements.
It is current with amendments received through January 15, 2025.

CONTACT US

For additional information or research assistance, contact the Reference Attorneys at 1-800-REF-ATTY (1-
800-733-2889) or by Live Chat: Access via Westlaw. Contact our U.S. legal editorial department directly with
your questions and suggestions by e-mail at editors.us-legal@tr.com.

Thank you for subscribing to this product. Should you have any questions regarding this product, please
contact Customer Service at 1-800-328-4880 or by submitting an online request through our Support center on
legal.thomsonreuters.com. If you would like to inquire about related publications, or to place an order, please
contact us at 1-888-728-7677 or at legal.thomsonreuters.com.
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This title is one of many now available on your tablet
as an eBook.

Take your research mobile. Powered by the Thomson
Reuters ProView™ app, our eBooks deliver the same
trusted content as your print resources, but in a compact,
on-the-go format.

ProView eBooks are designed for the way you work. You
can add your own notes and highlights to the text, and
all of your annotations will transfer electronically to every
new edition of your eBook.

You can also instantly verify primary authority with built-
in links to Westlaw® and KeyCite®, so you can be
confident that you're accessing the most current and
accurate information.

To find out more about ProView eBooks and available
discounts, call 1-800-328-9352.

v



TABLE OF CONTENTS

MASSACHUSETTS RULES

CIVIL, CRIMINAL, AND APPELLATE RULES

Page
Massachusetts Rules of Civil Procedure ........... ... ... .. ... . . i, 1
Massachusetts Rules of Criminal Procedure ............ ... ... .. ... .. .. .. ... ... 103
Massachusetts Rules of Appellate Procedure ................ ... .. ... . ... . iiiii... 233
SUPREME JUDICIAL COURT
Rules of the Supreme Judicial Court ........... ... ... . .. . . . 283
Uniform Rules on Dispute Resolution [Rule 1:18] ........... ... ... ... ... ... ........ 294
Massachusetts Rules of Professional Conduct and Comments [Rule 3:07] ............. 339
IOLTA Guidelines . ........ ... e e i 397
Appendix A. Attorney’s Notice of Enrollment.................................. 400
Code of Judicial Conduct [Rule 3:09] ....... ... ... i 403
Assignment of Counsel [Rule 3:10]....... .. ... . .. 420
Committee on Judicial Ethics [Rule 3:11].......... ... ... ... . ... . . . ... 423
Code of Professional Responsibility for Clerks of the Courts [Rule 3:12] .............. 426
Committee on Professional Responsibility for Clerks of the Courts [Rule 3:13] ........ 428
Advisory Committee on Ethical Opinions for Clerks of the Courts [Rule 3:14]......... 434
Bar Discipline and Clients’ Security Protection [Chapter 4] ......................... 436
Affidavit of Indigency . ........... . 454
Interim Electronic Filing Rules for Pilot Courts............. ... ... .. ... ... . ... ........ 467
Standing Orders of the Supreme Judicial Court .............. ... . ... . ... ... .. ..... 469
APPEALS COURT
Massachusetts Appeals Court Rules for the Regulation of Appellate Practice............. 491
Rules for the Regulation of Appellate Practice ...................... ... ........... 491
Rules for the Regulation of Practice Before a Single Justice ......................... 492
Standing Orders of the Appeals Court......... ... ... ... 493
Massachusetts Appeals Court Rules. .......... ... ... .. ... . . . . . . . 495
TRIAL COURT

Trial Court Rules . ... .. 503
I. Uniform Summary Process Rules............... ... ... .. . i 503
Forms . ... 511
II. Uniform Magistrate Rules ........... . ... . . . 514
ITII. Uniform Small Claims Rules . ........ ... . ... . . ... 518
Small Claims Standards ................ .. .. . 527

IV. Uniform Rule Requiring Disclosure of Pending and Concluded Care or
Custody Matters . ...t 552
V. Procedure Regulating the Issuance of Standing Orders ....................... 558
VI. Uniform Rules for Permanency Hearings ................. ... .............. 559
VII. Uniform Rule on Civil Motor Vehicle Infractions............................. 564
Forms ... ... 566
VIII. Uniform Rules on Impoundment Procedure ................................. 575

v



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Page
IX. Uniform Rules on Subpoenas to Court Officials .............................. 580
X. Uniform Rule Requiring Disclosure of Present or Past Receipt of Public
Assistance Benefits by Minor Children .................................. 582
XI. Uniform Rule for Probable Cause Determinations for Persons Arrested
Without a Warrant. . ........ ... ... 583
XII. Requests for Interdepartmental Judicial Assignments ........................ 584
XIII. Uniform Trial Court Rules for Civil Commitment Proceedings for Alcohol and
Substance Use Disorders G.L.c. 1238 35 ........ .. ... .. ... 586
XIV. Uniform Rules on Public Access to Court Records......................... ... 591
XVI. Limited Assistance Representation ........... ... ... ... ... ... ... ..., 602
Standing Orders of the Trial Court ............ ... ... ... 605
Uniform Schedule of Fees for the Trial Court ........... ... ... .. ... ... ... i, 619
DISTRICT COURTS AND BOSTON MUNICIPAL COURT
Rules of the District Courts of Massachusetts and the Municipal Court of the City of
BoSton . ... 621
District/Municipal Courts Rules of Civil Procedure [Repealed] ....................... 621
District/Municipal Courts Forms ......... .. ... . . 621
District/Municipal Courts Supplemental Rules of Civil Procedure .................... 622
District/Municipal Courts Rules for Appellate Division Appeal . ...................... 626
Special Rules of the District Courts of Massachusetts............................... 640
Special Rules of the Boston Municipal Court Department Sitting for Civil Business. . .. 659
District/Municipal Courts Rules of Criminal Procedure ............................. 663
Special Rules of the Boston Municipal Court Department Sitting for Criminal
BUSINESS . ..o 667
District Court Department Supplemental Rules of Criminal Procedure ............... 670
District Court Rules for Probation Violation Proceedings ........................... 673
Standing Orders of the District Court . ......... ... ... . .. .. ... 689
Standing Orders of the Boston Municipal Court................ ... ... ... ... .. ... 725
HOUSING COURT
Standing Orders of the Housing Court ......... ... ... . .. . . ... 749
JUVENILE COURT
Juvenile Court Rules for the Care and Protection of Children .......................... 761
Juvenile Court Rules for First Offense Determinations and Hearings Held Pursuant to
Commonwealth v. Wallace W., 482 Mass. 789 (2019) .. .......... ... ... 771
Standing Orders of the Juvenile Court ......... ... . ... ... . . . .. ... 775
LAND COURT
Rules of the Land Court . ....... ... ... 805
Standing Orders of the Land Court ......... ... ... .. . . . . . i 809
PROBATE AND FAMILY COURT
Massachusetts Rules of Domestic Relations Procedure ................................. 823
Child Support Guidelines . ............. . i 861
Supplemental Rules of the Probate and Family Court ................................. 885
Probate and Family Court Department Uniform Fee Schedule.......................... 903
Uniform Practices of Probate and Family Courts...................................... 909
Standing Orders of the Probate and Family Court.............. ... . ... ... ... . ... 917
Guidelines for Judicial Practice; Abuse Prevention Proceedings ..................... ... 977

VI



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Page
SUPERIOR COURT
Rules of the Superior Court . .......... .. 1037
Appendix of Forms .. ... . . 1063
Appendix of Administrative Directives .......... ... ... ... ... . .. .. ... 1075
Rules Governing Persons Authorized to Admit to Bail Out of Court..................... 1083
Guidelines for Probation Violation Proceedings in the Superior Court................... 1090
Guidelines for Appellate Division Proceedings ........... ... . ... ... .. ... ..., 1099
Standing Orders of the Superior Court . ........ ... ... ... .. . . .. 1101
JUDICIAL CONDUCT
Rules of the Commission on Judicial Conduct............ ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... .... 1125
BOARD OF BAR OVERSEERS AND CLIENTS’ SECURITY BOARD
Rules of the Board of Bar Overseers . ............... it 1137
Clients’ Security Board Rules ........ ... .. ... 1165
APPELLATE TAX BOARD
Rules of Practice and Procedure of the Appellate Tax Board............................ 1169
Section 1. 831 CMR 1.00 Appellate Tax Board Rules of Practice and Procedure .... 1169
GUIDE TO EVIDENCE
Massachusetts Guide to Evidence . ........... ... ... . . . . . 1181
INDEX
Consolidated Index for State Rules ........... . ... .. .. . . . . . . I-1

VII



