Introduction to the 2025 Edition

Trial Handbook for Kentucky Lawyers is a practical trial guide
designed to be kept at your fingertips in the heat of trial. The
handbook discusses the procedural and substantive aspects of a trial
and analyzes state and federal case law, rules, and statutes.

The tactical suggestions made in the handbook are offered with
the realization that every lawyer must analyze each case, the com-
munity in which it is being tried, the judge, and many other subtle
and personal factors before making final tactical decisions. The practi-
tioner must, as always, conduct thorough research into the state of
law before advising the court or his or her clients.

This 2025 Edition includes new case law on the following topics
(partial list): § 3:7 Exclusion of witness; § 7:2 Presumption of in-
nocence; § 7:27 Right to speedy trial; § 9:5 Trial ethics; § 15:14 Search
and seizure pursuant to lawful arrest; § 25:4 Right of cross-
examination; § 27:3 Prior inconsistent statements and § 29:4 Prior
consistent statements exception. In addition, several chapters have
been rewritten to reorganize and update the content.
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