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§ 27:5 — —Described
§ 27:6 —Parties entitled to file original suit—Statutory authority
§ 27:7 — —Children
§ 27:8 — —Parents and Same Sex Couples
§ 27:9 — —Biological father seeking to establish paternity
§ 27:10 — —Governmental entity/agency
§ 27:11 — —Authorized agency/licensed placement agency
§ 27:12 — —Grandparents and others
§ 27:13 — —Stepparent
§ 27:14 — —Consent may change rules
§ 27:15 Parties entitled to file a motion to modify prior court order
§ 27:16 Statute of limitations/time restrictions
§ 27:17 Parties entitled to notice that suit is filed—Generally
§ 27:18 —Original suits, and motions to modify prior court orders
§ 27:19 —Specific Family Code statutes should be reviewed
§ 27:20 —Waiver of service of process—Filing written answer
§ 27:21 Identifying the correct court—Generally
§ 27:22 —Determining the existence of a court of continuing jurisdiction
§ 27:23 —Divorce—Suit to terminate marriage
§ 27:24 —Suit affecting the parent-child relationship only—No prior court orders
§ 27:25 —Suit affecting the parent–child relationship only—Prior final orders exist
§ 27:26 Ending a court’s jurisdiction over a child—Generally
§ 27:27 —Adoption
§ 27:28 —Paternity not found
§ 27:29 —No final orders
§ 27:30 —Parents remarry each other
§ 27:31 —Habeas corpus
§ 27:32 —Emergency orders in suit by governmental entity
§ 27:33 —Transfer of case within Texas—No prior court orders
§ 27:34 —Exceptions to age 18
§ 27:35 —Transfer of case within Texas—Court of continuing jurisdiction exists
§ 27:36 —Convenience of parties
§ 27:37 —Child moved out-of-state or recently arrived in Texas
§ 27:38 Uniform Child Custody Jurisdiction and Enforcement Act—Generally
§ 27:39 —The Texas Act—Highlights
§ 27:40 — —Definitions
§ 27:41 — —Jurisdiction
§ 27:42 — —Enforcement
§ 27:43 Comment concerning UCCJEA
§ 27:44 Comment—UCCJEA and child support
§ 27:45 Enforcement—SAPCR orders
§ 27:46 Comment—Jurisdiction over all parties
§ 27:47 Form—UCCJEA—Affidavit when filing suit

HANDBOOK OF TEXAS FAMILY LAW

xxviii



PART V. JURISDICTION OVER THE
RESPONDENT

CHAPTER 28. ACQUIRING JURISDICTION OVER THE
RESPONDENT
§ 28:1 Scope
§ 28:2 Circumstances creating jurisdiction over a respondent
§ 28:3 Issuing and serving the citation
§ 28:4 Methods available to serve the respondent
§ 28:5 Sufficiency of service used—Generally
§ 28:6 —Respondent personally served within Texas
§ 28:7 —Texas resident served outside Texas
§ 28:8 —Nonresident respondent personally served with citation outside Texas
§ 28:9 —Service of citation by publication
§ 28:10 Remedies when in personam jurisdiction necessary but lacking
§ 28:11 Objecting to jurisdiction of Texas court by nonresident respondent
§ 28:12 Summarizing jurisdiction—Family law issues

PART VI. ENFORCEMENT

CHAPTER 29. ENFORCEMENT OF COURT ORDERS
§ 29:1 Scope
§ 29:2 Contempt of court—Generally
§ 29:3 —Payment of debt
§ 29:4 —Conduct ordered or prohibited
§ 29:5 —Civil v. criminal
§ 29:6 —Requirements for contempt
§ 29:7 —Statute of limitations
§ 29:8 —Show cause order
§ 29:9 —Self–incrimination
§ 29:10 —Defenses
§ 29:11 —Date of hearing
§ 29:12 —Attorney’s fees
§ 29:13 —Challenging a finding of contempt
§ 29:14 —Comment
§ 29:15 —Family code sections listed
§ 29:16 Enforcing property division—Generally
§ 29:17 —Property In Decree—Code provisions
§ 29:18 —Existing legal instruments
§ 29:19 —Retirement plans
§ 29:20 —Receivership
§ 29:21 —Turnover statute
§ 29:22 Money judgment [§ 9.010]
§ 29:23 Enforcement of foreign property judgments
§ 29:24 Child support/alimony

TABLE OF CONTENTS

xxix



§ 29:25 Visitation
§ 29:26 Criminal sanctions
§ 29:27 Habeas corpus—Obtaining possession of children
§ 29:28 The Hague Convention—International recovery of children
§ 29:29 Form—Motion to appoint receiver
§ 29:30 —Order appointing receiver
§ 29:31 —Receiver’s bond
§ 29:32 —Oath of receiver
§ 29:33 —Receiver’s report of sale and motion for discharge
§ 29:34 —Order confirming sale and discharging receiver
§ 29:35 —Capias for arrest of respondent

PART VII. ATTORNEY FEES

CHAPTER 30. ATTORNEY FEES
§ 30:1 Scope
§ 30:2 Setting the fee
§ 30:3 The paralegal—Recovery for work performed
§ 30:4 Interim attorney fees
§ 30:5 Pleading and proving attorney fees
§ 30:6 Enforcement—Collecting the fee awarded
§ 30:7 Recovery of attorney fees—Generally
§ 30:8 —Divorce and annulment (no children)—Trial & appeal
§ 30:9 —Suits affecting the parent-child relationship—Generally
§ 30:10 —Habeas corpus
§ 30:11 —Paternity
§ 30:12 —Termination of parental rights
§ 30:13 —Child support enforcement
§ 30:14 —Visitation enforcement
§ 30:15 —Bond to guarantee child support payment
§ 30:16 —Bond to secure visitation rights
§ 30:17 —Frivolous motion to modify
§ 30:18 —Frivolous claims concerning reporting child abuse
§ 30:19 —Failure of employer to withhold child support or medical support and /or

discharge of employee because of order
§ 30:20 —Improper filing of suit—UCCJEA
§ 30:21 —Adoption
§ 30:22 —Emergency procedure by governmental entity
§ 30:23 —Liability of parents for conduct of child
§ 30:24 —Civil liability for interference with possessory interest in child
§ 30:25 —Protective orders
§ 30:26 —Clarification of court orders concerning children
§ 30:27 —UIFSA (Uniform Interstate Family Support Act)
§ 30:28 —Foreclosure of child support lien
§ 30:29 —Friend of the court
§ 30:30 —Property undivided upon divorce

HANDBOOK OF TEXAS FAMILY LAW

xxx



§ 30:31 —Enforcement of property division in decree and QDRO
§ 30:32 —Spouse disabled or missing
§ 30:33 —Motion for new trial after default
§ 30:34 —Citation by publication
§ 30:35 —Other provisions
§ 30:36 Form—Attorney fee agreement

PART VIII. COURT MASTERS/ASSOCIATE
JUDGES

CHAPTER 31. COURT MASTER/ASSOCIATE JUDGE
§ 31:1 Scope, including “hired” judge
§ 31:2 Rule 171 master
§ 31:3 Family law associate judge
§ 31:4 IV-D child support associate judge
§ 31:5 Associate judge for child protection cases
§ 31:6 Form—Rule 171 appointment of court master/associate judge
§ 31:7 —Referral order to associate judge
§ 31:8 —Associate judge’s recommendation forms

Table of Laws and Rules

Table of Cases

TABLE OF CONTENTS

xxxi


