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INTRODUCTION TO 2025-2026
EDITION

The 2025-2026 edition of Domestic Relations Law (Baldwin’s Ohio
Practice) volumes 1 to 3 provides comprehensive coverage of domestic
relations law in Ohio. Judges, law professors, and leading practitioners
contributed analysis, commentary, and practical guidance making this
title a helpful family law resource. Beatrice K. Sowald retired as co-
editor after over thirty years following the release of the 2024-2025
Edition in December 2024. For the 2025-2026 Edition, this title is be-
ing updated under the guidance of founding co-editor Stanley
Morganstern and Pamela J. MacAdams.

This 2025-2026 Edition of Domestic Relations Law (Baldwin’s Ohio
Practice) volumes 1 to 3 replaces the 2024-2025 Edition volumes 1 to
3 in their entirety.

Filing Instructions

REMOVE and RECYCLE the 2024-2025 Edition Volumes 1, 2,
and 3 Softbound Volumes issued in December 2024.

PLACE the new 2025-2026 Edition Volumes 1, 2, and 3 Softbound
Volumes issued in November 2025 on your shelf.

HIGHLIGHTS

e Support obligations—Disabled child (Chapter 19)

e Property agreements between spouses; Antenuptial agreements
and postnuptial agreements (Chapter 12)

e Mediation and early neutral evaluation relating to visitation
(Chapter 18)

e Personal tax exemption (Chapter 28)
e Counselors and social worker licensing (Chapter 37)
e Action of court on magistrate’s decision (Chapter 31)

Thank you for subscribing to Domestic Relations Law, 2025-2026

(Baldwin’s Ohio Practice). We hope you find this book an invaluable
tool for your practice.

THE PUBLISHER

iii






Authors’ Acknowledgments

I gratefully acknowledge the contribution of my assistant Susan
Moutsios. Chapter authors past and present, have provided updated
information necessary to maintain the quality of this publication.
Their contributions of relevant case law, statutory changes, and practi-
cal pointers are gratefully acknowledged and appreciated.

Stanley Morganstern
Scottsdale, AZ
Fall 2025

Many thanks to all who contribute their time and expertise to the
compilation of this invaluable Family Law research tool. Particular
gratitude is extended to those who have stepped in to author and edit
the materials of many retired authors.

Pamela J. MacAdams
Cleveland, Ohio
Fall 2025






About the General Editors

Stanley Morganstern [co-General Editor, and author, Chapter
24, Relief from Judgment] was the managing partner of the Cleveland
law firm of Morganstern, MacAdams & DeVito Co., L.P.A., and a certi-
fied specialist in family law. He now resides in Scottsdale Arizona. He
received his undergraduate degree from the Ohio State University
and law degree (magna cum laude) from the Cleveland-Marshall Col-
lege of Law. He writes articles and is Editor-In-Chief of Ohio Domes-
tic Relations Journal published in print and electronic format by
Thomson Reuters. He has also published several articles in other
publications on corporate and consumer law. Mr. Morganstern is a fel-
low in the American Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers and has
completed matrimonial arbitration training. He is a former adjunct
professor at the University of Phoenix and past President of the
Orange City School District Board of Education. He has been a
frequent speaker for the Ohio CLE Institute and is a member of the
Cleveland Metropolitan Bar Association and a member of the Family
Law Committee of the Ohio State Bar Association. He has served as
Chair of the OSBA Specialization Committee.

Pamela J. MacAdams, [co-General Editor, and author, Chapter
3, Parentage] is the Managing Partner of the Cleveland law firm of
Morganstern, MacAdams & Brewer Co., L.P.A. and a certified special-
ist in family law. She received her undergraduate degree from
Baldwin-Wallace College (magna cum laude), and her law degree from
Cleveland Marshall College of Law. She is a member of the editorial
advisory board of Ohio Domestic Relations Journal published in print
and electronic format by Thomson Reuters. Ms. MacAdams is a fellow
and past president in the Ohio Chapter of the American Academy of
Matrimonial Lawyers. She has completed matrimonial arbitration
and mediation training. She has been a speaker for the Ohio CLE
Institute and other advanced educational entities. She is a member of
the Family Law Committee of the Ohio State Bar Association.

vii






About the Contributors

Randy Bloch [co-author, Chapter 17, Uniform Child Custody
Jurisdiction Act; Parental Kidnapping Prevention Act; Uniform Child
Custody Jurisdiction and Enforcement Act; International Child Abduc-
tion Remedies Act] is of counsel in the Cincinnati law firm of Wagner
and Bloch LLC. She received her undergraduate degree from the
University of Wisconsin and her law degree from Brooklyn Law
School. She has been president of the Hamilton County Community
Action Agency. She has been an active member of the Cincinnati Bar
Association and the Family Law Committee of the Ohio State Bar As-
sociation and is a member of both associations. She is a frequent
lecturer on domestic relations law and practice. Ms. Bloch is a Certi-
fied Specialist in Family Law by the Ohio State Bar Association.

Luke T. Brewer [author, Chapter 13, Spousal Support] is a
partner at Morganstern, MacAdams & Brewer where he exclusively
practices family law. Luke is certified as a family law specialist by the
Ohio State Bar Association He is originally from Holmes County and
practiced law in Holmes County and surrounding counties before
moving to the greater Cleveland area in 2017. Luke is a graduate of
Ohio State University and Thomas M. Cooley Law School.

B. Nicole Bush [author, Chapter 21, Enforcement of Parenting
Time Rights and Allocation of Parental Rights], Senior Associate At-
torney at The Family Law Group, LPA, received her Bachelor of Music
from Capital University (2002), Master of Music from The Cleveland
Institute of Music (2005), and Juris Doctorate from the Cleveland
State University School of Law in 2012. She is a Certified Specialist
in Family Law through the Ohio State Bar Association and is an ac-
tive member of the Ohio State and Cleveland Metropolitan Bar
Associations. Ms. Bush has served as a Guardian ad Litem in the
Cuyahoga County Juvenile Court and currently serves as a Guardian
ad Litem in the Cuyahoga County Domestic Relations Court. She is
additionally licensed in the U.S. District Court for the Northern
District of Ohio and the U.S. Court of Appeals, 6th Circuit.

Kendra Carpenter [author of Chapter 15, Parental Rights and
Shared Parenting and Chapter 18, Parenting Time and Visitation] is
the managing member of Carpenter Family Law LLC, located in
Columbus. She is an OSBA Family Law Certified Specialist and a
Certified Financial Litigator through the AACFL. She is also certified
as a guardian ad litem, domestic relations mediator, and parenting
coordinator. Ms. Carpenter received her bachelor’s degree from Purdue
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Foreword

This 2025-2026 Edition to Baldwin’s Ohio Practice, Domestic Rela-
tions Law is contemporary guide to the complex laws that impact
changing family relationships. As in prior editions, the primary focus
is on domestic relations practice in Ohio’s Courts of Common Pleas,
particularly within Divisions of Domestic Relations.

Baldwin’s Ohio Practice, Domestic Relations Law, is the product of
many talented individuals, including contributions from many
authors, each an expert in an area of domestic practice or related
field. A biographical sketch of current contributors to this edition is
included in the front of this work. We are grateful to all of them for
their work and extremely proud of the result of their collective efforts.
Because of their expertise, Baldwin’s Ohio Practice, Domestic Rela-
tions Law, is the definitive work on the ever-changing subject of fam-
ily law in Ohio.

Rapidly changing areas, such as enforcement of child support,
parenting issues, treatment of retirement benefits in divorce, alterna-
tive forms of dispute resolution and tax considerations, are included.
Each chapter of the text continues to provide many practice oriented
features, such as checklists, practice tips, and new forms, as well as
forms from prior editions, incorporated into the textual discussion of
the relevant issue.

Author-drafted forms are also provided on CD-ROM, to allow
practitioners to select forms and adapt them for use on their word-
processing systems. An index provides ready access to each topic
covered, including legal terminology and common phrases, to create
multiple entry points for research. A Table of Cases, Table of Laws
and Rules, and numerous cross references point to related documents.

Stanley Morganstern
Pamela J. MacAdams
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