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What’s New in the 2025-2026
Edition

The fallout of the landmark decision in CDLA v. DMV, 77
CA5th 517 remains at the forefront of DUI defense in California.
CDLA v. DMV, 77 CA5th 517 resulted in a recognition of inherent
due process violations by the single hearing officer structure of
DMV hearings. The question of how the DMV can retain this
structure and afford due process remains an ongoing struggle.
The question of whether and to what extent to allow hearing of-
ficers discretion to engage in the administrative proceedings be-
yond entirely neutral actions has recently been taken up by the
California Supreme Court in Ramone v. DMV, 110 CA5th 1002.
This edition addresses the current law and provides points and
practice tips for attorney in addressing this important issue and
preserving the record for future challenges.

Other statutory and case law updates are provided as well at
various points throughout the book.

This edition of the book is dedicated to the memory of the late
Lawrence Taylor the original author of this book whose contribu-
tions to the field of DUI defense remain unparalleled. Mr. Taylor
was a pioneer in this field and his creative and committed defense
of persons accused of driving under the influence has and will
have a lasting impact on this profession.

This edition of the book is also dedicated to the memory the
late Don Bartell who served as an inspiration to many DUI at-
torneys including the Author. Mr. Bartell was instrumental to the
initiation of the CDLA v. DMV lawsuit and in all likelihood the
case would have never been brought but for his insight and
perseverance. Mr. Bartell will be greatly missed but his legacy in
DUI defense lives on in his personal accomplishments, his influ-
ences on other attorneys and the Landmark decision changing
the dynamic of the APS hearing throughout the State.
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About the Authors
Peter Johnson has been an attorney practicing in California

continuously since June of 1993. Mr. Johnson is a member of the
National College of DUI Defense (NCDD); the California DUI
Lawyers Association (CDLA); Currently a member of the Board
of Directors for the (CDLA); and former President of the Criminal
Section of the Contra Costa County Bar Association. Over the
past 25 plus year career practicing criminal defense, Mr. Johnson
has completed 100’s of hours of DUI Investigation training includ-
ing NHTSA/IACP DWI Detection and Standardized Field Sobriety
Testing; NHTSA/IACP Advanced Roadside Impaired Driving
Enforcement (ARIDE); as well as training in Alcohol and Drug fo-
rensic analysis courses in amongst others; Infrared and Fuel Cell
breath testing devices, Head Space Gas Chromatography, Mass
Spectrometry, Liquid Chromatography, Presumptive and Confir-
matory Drug Testing; and Software training for Gas Chromatog-
raphy and Mass Spectrometry.

Mr. Johnson has met with the top scientists in the field and
the top representatives from manufacturers of Breath Testing
and Gas Chromatography equipment to discuss issues related to
DUI defense. Mr. Johnson has been invited to speak and has
lectured on many occasions on behalf of the National College of
DUI Defense; California DUI Lawyers Association, California
Public Defenders Association, and Contra Costa County Bar
Association. Mr. Johnson is frequently sought after to speak in
the areas of Blood Analysis, Drug Analysis, Breath Analysis and
Metrology in DUI Defense. He has conducted many informational
seminars covering the subject of DUI laws, DUI Defense tactics
and strategies, arranged lab tours for attorneys, and has ap-
peared in Bay Area news regarding DUI related issues, and on
community television programming for the purpose of educating
the public regarding DUI laws. Mr. Johnson has represented
citizens in all aspects of criminal defense and civil rights matters,
with a primary emphasis on DUI defense. Mr. Johnson has
handled well over 100 jury trials in many California counties and
both state and federal court.

Peter Johnson graduated from St. Mary’s College with a Bac-
helor’s degree in Business Administration and Economics and
then attended law school at Golden Gate University, School of
Law, where he received his J.D. in December of 1992. Mr. Johnson
then began practicing law in June of 1993 in Pittsburg, Califor-
nia where he was initially partnered with his father, Ronald R. v
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Johnson. In 1998, Mr. Johnson established the Law Office of
Johnson & Johnson along with his wife, Carin Johnson, Esq. and
has remained in the partnership since that time.

Lawrence Eric Taylor graduated from the University of
California at Berkeley and the UCLA School of Law. He served as
Los Angeles Deputy County Counsel, Deputy Public Defender
and Deputy District Attorney, thereafter entering private crimi-
nal defense practice. He was the trial judge’s legal advisor in
People v. Charles Manson, was appointed Supreme Court counsel
in the Onion Field murder case, and was retained by the At-
torney General of Montana to conduct an independent one-year
grand jury probe of governmental corruption. In the course of his
44 years of experience, Mr. Taylor tried more than 200 cases to
jury and handled in excess of 30 appeals.

Mr. Taylor was also a noted legal educator, having served on
the faculties of Gonzaga University School of Law, where he was
voted ‘‘Professor of the Year,’’ and Pepperdine University Law
School. He was later appointed Fulbright Professor of Law at
Osaka University and Kobe University in Japan. He was
subsequently one of the original founders of the 2100-member
National College for DUI Defense, serving as its first Dean from
1995-1996.

Lawrence Taylor has also authored 14 books and more than
30 articles, including the standard national textbook on DUI liti-
gation, ‘‘Drunk Driving Defense, 8th edition’’ (Aspen Law and
Business, 2016), now in its 35th year of continuous publication.

Lawrence Taylor passed away in 2023, but his legacy of
defending the accused lives on. The law firm he founded, the Law
Offices of Taylor & Taylor, is now being headed by his son, Chris
Taylor, who continues to represent individuals accused of drunk
driving in the in the mold of, and in tribute to his father.
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