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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE
2025–2026 EDITION

This edition of California Elements of an Action includes updated
case law and statutory materials on the elements of various causes of
action.

Specific actions addressed in the 2025–2026 Edition include:
E Abuse of Process Actions, Chapter 1
E Animal Actions—Dog Bites, Chapter 2
E Employment Actions—Constructive Discharge in Violation of

Public Policy, Chapter 6
E Breach of Fiduciary Duties, Chapter 8
E Assault, Chapter 24
E Battery, Chapter 25
E Trespass, Chapter 27
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Michael D. Stein is a trial attorney and partner with Tisdale &

Nicholson, LLP in Los Angeles. A 1983 magna cum laude graduate
from UCLA and 1987 graduate of Boalt Hall (U.C. Berkeley) Law
School, Mr. Stein has represented clients in matters involving a
multitude of subject areas including commercial contract, fraud/
negligent misrepresentation, civil rights, landlord-tenant, FDIC insur-
ance coverage, securities, unfair business practices, real estate,
franchise agreements, mortgage banking, intellectual property/trade
secret, legal malpractice, employment discrimination and construction
defect. In a case that made headlines in the National Law Journal,
Lawyers Weekly U.S.A. and The Los Angeles Daily Journal, Mr. Stein
obtained one of the largest jury verdicts in San Bernardino Superior
Court history, $9.9 million dollars, on behalf of a young child severely
shaken by a former daycare center operator.

A former Adjunct Professor for 17 years at Pepperdine Law School
(where he received the David McKibben Excellence-In-Teaching
Award) and for 4 years at Loyola Law School, since 2000, Mr. Stein
has taught legal education seminars to hundreds of attorneys
throughout California covering pre-trial civil litigation, legal writing,
deposition practice, law and motion practice, trial advocacy and appel-
late advocacy in conjunction with the California State Bar’s Annual
Conference and The Rutter Group. Mr. Stein also serves as a media-
tor for California’s Second and Fourth District Courts of Appeal and a
Judge Pro Tempore for the Los Angeles Superior Court.

Mr. Stein has authored two books, The State Court Survival
Manual: Strategies and Techniques From Complaint to Closing Argu-
ment and California Elements of an Action (published by Thomson
Reuters), written articles for California Litigation magazine and the
Association of Business Trial Lawyers, has served as a contributing
editor for many Continuing Education of the Bar publications and has
been named 15 times by Los Angeles magazine to the Southern Cali-
fornia Super Lawyers list as one of the top 5% of attorneys in
California.

Mr. Stein also serves as a private mediator in a wide variety of
civil matters and can be contacted directly by email
(mdstein91104@gmail.com) to schedule a mediation.
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