What’s New in 2025-2026 Edition

This year’s edition of lowa Practice-Criminal Law incorpo-

rates significant discussions regarding the following areas:

e Passed new legislation modifying the offenses of “Groom-
ing,” “Intrusion by use of Remotely Piloted Aircraft,”
“Surveillance by use of Remotely Piloted Aircraft,” offen-
ses related to assaults on persons based on certain occupa-
tions, and the age at which a person can purchase a
weapon.

e Passed new legislation criminalizing the “Intentional Mis-
representation of a Service Animal,” and offenses related
%‘0 tho_(le use of gift cards to commit theft, attempted theft, or
raud.

e Passed new legislation enhancing penalties for felons in
possession of a weapon and for disseminating or exhibit-
ing obscenity to minors.

e The Iowa Supreme Court addressed the impact of the 2022
amendment to the Iowa Constitution that protects the
right of the people to keep and bear arms in two cases.

e The Iowa Supreme Court addressed the abandoned prop-
erty exception, automobile exception, and incident to ar-
rest exception to the Iowa Code regarding search warrants.

e The Iowa Supreme Court addressed the merger doctrine
in several cases.

e Jowa Supreme Court addressed issues related to the crim-
inal offense of failure to register as a sex offender.

e The Iowa supreme Court addressed issues of unnecessary
delay and reasonable opportunity.

e The Iowa Supreme Court addressed guidelines for sentenc-
ing in several cases.

These are a few highlights of the current edition that readers
will find informative and useful in their practice and discussions
with colleagues.

Additionally, readers will find the inclusion of the Iowa Crim-
inal Statutes Summary Chart, authored by the Honorable Mi-
chael R. Mullins of the Iowa Court of Appeals, in applicable
footnotes. This chart provides users with a guide of the maximum
and minimum penalties a criminal charge carries.

Special thanks to the research assistance of my dear friends
Brandy Bonecher (State Public Defender Wrongful Conviction
Unit) and Natalie Sherman (Legislative Services Agency) who
made this project possible; and to the members of the legal profes-
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sion who teach, legislate, litigate, and decide the issues that af-
fect one of the most dynamic areas of society—Criminal Law.

For Sam, GLENN, AND LoUISE

RoserT R. Rica
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