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Highlights of the 2025-2026 Edition

In addition to updating this work with the most recent and
significant new cases, highlights of this updated edition include
the following:

e Additional glossary computer terms added.

e New comment on using artificial intelligence (AI) to stream-
line responding to discovery requests added.

e New material on timing of spoilation motions added.
e Exemplar Stipulated ESI Discovery Order added.
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About The Author

Michael Paul Thomas is a graduate of UC Berkeley School
of Law and is widely recognized for his extensive expertise in
California Civil Procedure. For over two decades, Mr. Thomas
has been named in The Best Lawyers in America, universally
regarded as the definitive referral guide to the nation’s best legal
talent; has been repeatedly named to Super Lawyers, an honor
bestowed upon only 5% of California lawyers; and has received
an “AV” rating by the Martindale-Hubbell Lawyers Directory,
denoting the highest level of ethics and legal ability. He is also a
multi-time member of the Million Dollar Advocates Forum, whose
membership is limited to trial lawyers who have demonstrated
exceptional skill, experience and excellence in advocacy by achiev-
ing a trial verdict, award or settlement in the amount of one mil-
lion dollars or more. Mr. Thomas has been honored with a lifetime
achievement award by America’s Top 100 Attorneys.

In addition to his legal practice, Mr. Thomas is a well-known
author and educator. He is the author of the widely regarded Cal-
ifornia Civil Courtroom Handbook & Desktop Reference; co-
author with Justice Eileen C. Moore of the authoritative six-
volume California Civil Practice: Procedure; lead author of the
five-volume California Civil Practice: Torts; coauthor of Califor-
nia Premises Liability; creator and author of The Rutter Group’s
FlipLaw legal guides; contributing editor for the nationwide pub-
lication Drone Law; and has published over 150 articles on vari-
ous legal topics, including seven MCLE articles for California
Lawyer Magazine. He has also taught courses in Civil Procedure,
Lawyering Skills, and Legal Research and Writing at several
Southern California law schools including Chapman University
College of Law, Western State University College of Law, and
Whittier Law School. He has also taught numerous continuing
legal education courses and is frequently called upon to provide
expert legal commentary for newspapers, radio, and television.

Mr. Thomas has served as a judge pro tem and is a CADRA
certified mediator. He is a member of the Orange County Sheriff’s
Advisory Council and serves on the Advisory Board for Crime
Survivors Inc., a crime victims’ rights advocacy organization.
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Take your research mobile. Powered by the Thomson
Reuters ProView™ app, our eBooks deliver the same
trusted content as your print resources, but in a compact,
on-the-go format.

ProView eBooks are designed for the way you work. You
can add your own notes and highlights to the text, and
all of your annotations will transfer electronically to every
new edition of your eBook.

You can also instantly verify primary authority with built-
in links to WestlawNext®and KeyCite®, so you can be
confident that you're accessing the most current and
accurate information.
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