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Preface

The laws of North Carolina regarding settlement of decedents’
estates, when properly applied, are designed to facilitate an equitable
and prompt transfer of property interests from a deceased to his cred-
itors and survivors. This practice guide was written to assist at-
torneys, trust officers, CPAs, law students, paralegals, and lay persons
in understanding how these estate settlement laws function. The book
is not intended to be an exhaustive academic treatise, but rather it is
a practical “how to” manual on settling decedents’ estates in North
Carolina. The this end, every attempt has been made to produce a
concise, step-by-step guide designed to take the reader on an intel-
ligible journey through the statutory requirements essential to the
proper settlement of both estate and intestate estates.

In writing this book I wanted to create a simple yet complete learn-
ing tool for mastering the laws of estate settlement in North Carolina;
therefore, I have included, where helpful, illustrations, forms, and
checklists to help the readers. Suggestions involving practical applica-
tion of the law and tips on avoiding potential malpractice traps have
also been included. When statutory reference is made to a form or
other document, a sample has been provided. Many of the forms
contained herein are those prepared by the Administrative Office of
the Courts and can be obtained from any Superior Court Clerk’s office
in North Carolina.

The book contains 36 chapters that discuss the settlement of
estates in chronological order beginning with a discussion of the
qualifications and application process required for one to be appointed
a personal representative and concluding with a discussion of the
final accounting and closing of an estate. Where background informa-
tion is needed to understand North Carolina’s estate settlement
statutes, it is provided. For example, several chapters are included in
this book on the law of wills, the elective life estate, caveat proceed-
ings, etc.

Although this volume is updated annually, the North Carolina
General Statutes should always be consulted in conjunction with this
or any other book attempting to condense and explain a complex area
of law. I hope this book proves helpful to you as you begin to undertake
the important responsibility of settling an estate in North Carolina.

John Parker Huggard

Raleigh, North Carolina
March 2013
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