
Preface

The authors, both trial judges (now retired), have striven to
make these volumes useful in two quite di�erent ways to lawyers
and judges involved in criminal cases.

First, the text together with the chapter headings, index, and
tables are designed to provide quick recourse to answers to par-
ticular questions about most aspects of substantive criminal law,
procedure, and evidence, to assist when one is in trial or has
limited time for research.

Second, the treatment of these same subjects and the
identi�cation of authorities is comprehensive, to provide the more
complete material necessary for preparation of briefs and
memoranda.

Judge McCarr, who wrote the �rst edition, was a career
prosecutor before he was appointed to the bench. Judge Nordby,
who joined the project with the third edition, had been a criminal
defense lawyer. Their goal has been to use their disparate experi-
ences at opposite ends of the adversary process, to produce a bal-
anced approach useful both to advocates (the lawyers) and to
neutral decision-makers (the judges).

These volumes address virtually all aspects of Minnesota
criminal laws, from its sources in the state and federal Constitu-
tions, statutes, rules, and judicial decisions and common law, to
the investigative stages, pre-trial proceedings, the trial, and post-
conviction proceedings and appeals, as well as the substantive
law of all major crimes, and questions of evidence peculiar to
criminal cases. Annual supplements embody all pertinent deci-
sions of the Minnesota appellate courts and the United States
Supreme Court, as well as new or amended rules, statutes, and
ordinances.

Jack Norbdy
June 2012
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