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HOW TO USE THIS BOOK
This unique war manual provides straightforward analy-

sis, sample motions and ready-to-use citations to support or
oppose the major civil ‘‘attack’’ motions: motion for summary
judgment/adjudication, motion for dismissal, motion to quash
summons, demurrer, motion to strike, and motion for judg-
ment on the pleadings.

For the Defense: If you are representing a defendant,
this book provides a fast entry into the detailed law and pro-
cedure supporting any of the above referenced pretrial
motions. To make your motion, look to the ‘‘Suggested Mo-
tion Text’’ and ‘‘Key Supporting Citations’’ found in every
chapter. The author provides statutory excerpts and pre-
summarized case points that you can cite directly in your
briefs. Be sure to crosscheck the ‘‘Key Opposition Citations’’
to ensure that your motion is well founded.

For the Plaintiff: We have gone to great lengths to sep-
arate out citations to support the opposition of commonly
encountered defense motions. These authorities, found in
the ‘‘Key Opposition Citations’’ section of each chapter, may
be used to overcome any of the potential pre-trial attacks
you may encounter as you work your way towards trial.
Counsel is advised to also review the sections containing
‘‘Key Supporting Citations,’’ as these may also provide a use-
ful basis for argument and opposition, especially where the
moving party has failed to meet necessary procedural
requirements. This section will also provide essential
procedural guidance in opposing the motion, such as the
requirements for a ‘‘separate statement’’ in the summary
judgment context.

For All Parties: At the end of each chapter you will find
sample supporting and opposition briefs, including sample
notice pages, points and authorities, declarations, orders
and/or judgments. These should serve as examples or
templates for your own motion efforts. Note that the
publisher has attempted to provide essential and up-to-date
legal citations in this text. However, this source should not
necessarily be your final reference. All cases should be cite-
checked for continued validity, and, as with any secondary
source, additional resources should be reviewed before filing
your briefs.
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MOTION TIPS
Although the motions discussed in this book may play a

critical role in the outcome of your lawsuit, all are fairly
typical motions. As such, they are governed by general rules
of procedure pertaining to law and motion matters. Before
filing any motion, you should consult with the local rules for
the applicable court, including ‘‘local, local’’ rules, to
determine hearing dates and preferences for the particular
judge who will be hearing the motion. Note that certain mo-
tion types, such as the motion for summary judgment or
summary adjudication, may be governed by separate rules.
In the context of the motion for summary judgment, these
rules may pertain to the preparation and structure of the
separate statement of undisputed material facts, which is
unique to this motion. Many courts routinely charge for fil-
ing motions, including a larger fee for motions for summary
judgment or summary adjudication.
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