
PREFACE
Since its publication in 1993, Washington Tort Law and Practice

has aimed at blending a scholarly perspective with the practical
judgment of real-world lawyers. Both of the authors have experience
both as teachers of the law as well as practitioners. We know that
even with its expanded coverage these volumes cannot substitute for
an in-depth analysis of any single issue; but we hope to provide a
convenient and reliable starting point for research on a wide variety
of tort issues. We have also striven to provide an organizational
framework to unify the often fragmented worlds of tort law.

The authors owe a great deal to the many people who contributed
along the way to this publication. Most of all we wish to thank our
families, without whose patience, support and encouragement this
project would long ago have died: Priscilla, Charles, Maja, Robin and
Peter DeWolf; and Kathy, Kimberly, and Kelsey Allen.

The first edition of Washington Tort Law and Practice benefited
from the assistance of several people: Osler McCarthy contributed
primary material for the chapter on defamation; Bryan Harnetiaux,
Gene Annis, and Robert A. Dunn, helped us see the book through a
practitioner’s eyes. In addition, several research assistants found
citations, prepared case summaries, and flagged errors: Chris
Johnson, Paul Swainston, Daryl Rodrigues, and Rex Staples;
subsequent help from Darlene A. Barrier was gratefully received.

With the publication of this fifth edition, we hope that readers
will continue to offer suggestions for imporovement as this work
continues to provide a guide to the challenging field of Washington
Tort Law.

We also wish to thank the editors at Thomson Reuters who have
helped along the way to make our publishing labors as cheerful as
possible.

David K. DeWolf
Spokane, Washington

Keller W. Allen
Spokane, Washington
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