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Foreword to the Fourth Edition
The Ohio Rules of Evidence were adopted in 1980. They were pat-

terned after the Federal Rules of Evidence, which were enacted in
1975. There are, however, significant differences between the two sets
of rules, as noted in Chart A, Comparison of Federal & Ohio Rules.

The Federal Rules resulted in a sea of change in evidence law,
which had been for the most part a common law subject prior to the
adoption of the Rules. In addition to Ohio, over forty jurisdictions
have adopted the Federal Rules in one form or another. Moreover, a
generation of law students have been trained in the Federal Rules.
Neither the Ohio nor federal rules have remained static. Both have
been amended numerous times. Changes to Ohio evidence laws and
rules are summarized in Charts B and C. Amendments to Federal
Rules of Evidence are noted in Chart D.

Since the last edition, the Ohio Supreme Court has amended
twelve evidence rules, including two in 2020: (1) Rule 601(competency
of witnesses) to clarify the general rule on witness competency, and
(2) Rule 902 (self-authentication) by adding certification procedures
for domestic business records, foreign business records, electronic re-
cords, and copies of electronic records. In addition, courts have
produced hundreds of judicial opinions interpreting the Rules of Evi-
dence during this period, including numerous decisions by the Ohio
Supreme Court. Accordingly, sections on the hearsay rule have been
greatly expanded. Moreover, due to statutory amendments and court
rulings, the sections on privilege have been extensively revised.

During this period, several of the Federal Rules were amended.
Indeed, the Federal Rules were completely restyled.

Thank you for subscribing to Evidence, 4th (Baldwin’s Ohio
Practice). We hope you find this book an invaluable tool for your
practice.
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