Table of Contents

CHAPTER 1. INTRODUCTION TO
LEGISLATIVE LAW AND PROCEDURE

§ 1:1 In general

CHAPTER 2. THE LEGISLATURE

§2:1 The Louisiana legislature and legislative power

§2:2 Legislative instruments

§2:3 General, local, and special laws

§2:4 Prohibited local and special laws

§ 2:5 Annual regular sessions

§2:6 Odd-numbered years—Regular sessions—Restrictions

§ 2:7 Even-numbered years—Regular sessions—General—
Tax restrictions

§2:8 Regular session—Proposed constitutional amendments

§2:9 Prefiling requirements for legislation—Regular
sessions

§ 2:10 Advertising and notice requirements for certain
legislation—Regular sessions

§2:11 Local or special laws—Advertising and exceptions

§2:12 Notice of retirement legislation—Regular sessions

§ 2:13 Notice of compensation for sheriffs, registrars of voters,
school board members, and assessors—Regular
sessions

§ 2:14  Special sessions

§ 2:15 Organizational sessions
§ 2:16 Veto sessions

§ 2:17 Emergency sessions

CHAPTER 3. THE ENACTMENT PROCESS

§3:1 Summary of constitutional procedural requirements

§ 3:2 Proper session subject matter

§3:3 Proper public notice of certain legislation

§3:4 The enacting clause

§3:5 Title and one-object requirements

§ 3:6 Germaneness of amendments

§3:7 Three readings

§3:8 Standing committees and committee meetings—
Overview

§3:9 Committee meetings—Hearings on legislation

§3:10 —The committee report



LEGISLATIVE LAW AND PROCEDURE

§3:11 —Action by chamber on committee report

§3:12 Committee of the whole

§ 3:13 Final passage by house—Overview of constitutional
requirements

§ 3:14  Floor proceedings—Order of business

§ 3:15  Votes required for final passage and other legislative
action

§ 3:16 Reconsideration of rejected bills

§ 3:17 Concurrence and rejection in house of origin of
amendments by other house

§ 3:18 Conference committees and the conference committee
report

CHAPTER 4. APPROVAL AND VETO OF
BILLS

§4:1 Presentment to governor

§4:2 Action by governor—Approval and veto of bills generally

§4:3 —Line item veto of appropriation bills

§4:4 Henry v. Edwards—Veto and line item veto power of
the governor

CHAPTER 5. PROMULGATION AND
PUBLICATION OF LAWS

§5:1 Promulgation of laws

§ 5:2 Publication of laws

§ 5:3  Preparation of printer’s copy by the Louisiana State
Law Institute

CHAPTER 6. EFFECTIVE DATE,
SEVERABILITY, REPEAL, AND
RETROACTIVITY OF LEGISLATION
§ 6:1 Effective date of legislation

§ 6:2 Severability of provisions

§6:3 Repeal and termination of law

§ 6:4 Retroactivity of legislation—A brief overview

CHAPTER 7. STATUTORY CONSTRUCTION:
PROCEDURE AND PROCESS

§7:1 Overview—Scope

§7:2 Louisiana laws related generally to statutory
construction

§7:3 Caveat: Philosophy, “rules,” or functional process
§7:4 Text—The starting place for statutory construction

Xvi



TaBLE oF CONTENTS

§ 7:5

§7:6
§ 7:7

§7:8
§7:9

§ 7:10
§ 7:11

“Plain meaning”—Text Itself—Discussion and
commentary

Meaning of words within the statute—Text Itself

In pari materia—Looking beyond the text of the statute
to similar subject matter text

Interpretation beyond textual

The often-bewildering role of legislative “intent”—A
brief attempt to maintain the focus

Sources beyond the text—“Legislative history”

Witness testimony regarding “legislative intent”—
beyond text

CHAPTER 8. DELEGATION AND SPECIAL
LEGISLATIVE PROCEEDINGS

§8:1

§ 8:2
§ 8:3

§ 84
§ 8:5
§ 8:6

§ 8:7

§8:8
§8:9
§ 8:10
§8:11

CHAPTER 9. IMMUNITIES, PRIVILEGES,

Delegation of legislative administrative and ministerial
functions

Legislative oversight of executive branch rulemaking

Executive branch departments—“Sunset” termination
and re-creation

Reapportionment and redistricting—A brief overview

Investigative and quasi-judicial proceedings generally

Powers of investigation, subpoena, and punishment for
contempt—Inherent powers; State laws and rules

Investigation, subpoena, and punishment for
contempt—Leading Louisiana cases

Determining qualifications and elections of members

Expulsion

Impeachment and removal of public officials from office

Confirmation of appointments to public office

AND PROHIBITIONS

§9:1

§9:2
§9:3

§9:4

Legislative immunity—U.S. and common law—A brief
background

Legislative immunities and privileges—Louisiana

Additional Statutory Protections and Rights of
Legislators

Public trust, code of ethics, and dual office holding—A
brief survey

CHAPTER 10. LOBBYING THE
LEGISLATURE—AN OVERVIEW

§10:1

Lobbying as a constitutional right—A brief
introduction

Xvii



LEGISLATIVE LAW AND PROCEDURE

§ 10:2 Louisiana laws and regulations

CHAPTER 11. INTRODUCTION TO THE

APPROPRIATIONS AND BUDGET PROCESS
§ 11:1 Introduction
§ 11:2  Overview—Basic budget provisions
§ 11:3 —Appropriations process
§ 11:4 Capital outlay appropriations
§ 11:5 Special powers of the governor regarding
appropriations

APPENDICES

Appendix A. Selected Constitutional Provisions
Appendix B.  Rules of Order of the House and Senate
Appendix C. Joint Rules of the Senate and House
Appendix D.  Glossary and Abbreviations

Table of Laws and Rules
Table of Cases

Index

XViii



