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INTRODUCTION
TO THE 2022 EDITION

New features and recent developments in this 2022 edi-
tion include updates to relevant statutes, rules, and case
law. This edition contains new case summaries on topics
such as:
e General Sentencing Principles for all Three Strikes
Cases

° Auth)ority of Courts to Dismiss Strikes (Penal Code $§
1385

e Petition for Resentencing (Penal Code § 1170.126)






PREFACE

This book is dedicated to the judges and attorneys who
spend their days fighting for justice in the trenches of crimi-
nal law courtrooms every day. Our intent is to lighten your
load by demystifying some of the Byzantine rules that
underlie California’s sentencing law.

California Three Strikes Sentencing began as an attempt
to understand the Three Strikes Law when it was first
enacted in 1994. It had its genesis in a 10-page outline of the
new statutes and, with a proliferation of cases interpreting
the law, went though many rewrites and edits to evolve into
this expansive publication.

We have organized the book in a linear fashion . . . to
better track the process of a criminal case. It is intended to
answer questions from the most basic to the most difficult.
The book starts with the text of the statutes, indicates how
to prove or challenge a strike, and provides step-by-step
instructions on calculating third strike sentences involving
single counts and multiple convictions. It has an extensive
discussion of Romero motions, and provides case law on all
the constitutional challenges the law has survived.

We plan to keep this book current and to improve it in
the years to come. With that goal in mind, we invite and
encourage your comments!
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